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Division of Foreign Language

Department of General Education

Research

Main Research Subjects

W 1. Process of speech language perception and generation in L2learners
W 2. Assessment of speaking ability in English classroom in Japan

W 3. Practical applications of adult education theory in language learning
B 4. Effects of background noise on learners’ listening comprehension

m 5. Effect of healthcare situation on consumer purchasing behaviors

Research Highlights

Chief Keiko Asano
rofessor

Staff
Professor | Keiko Asano
Senior
Associate
Professor
Associate | Rie Koizumi, Marcellus
Professor | Nealy, Ryoko Fujita
Lecturer
Assistant Andrew Mason
Professor
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In a collaborative research group of Professor As_ano,_Senior Associa_te Prof_essor Sugano Identification Of activated
of the Graduate School of Medicine, Juntendo University, and Dr. Mitsuashi, we focused .
on brain plasticity in language function and performed functional MRI (fMRI) of the brain i brain areas that affect
activation site during language learning as well as preformed by diffusion MRI (dMRI), . . .
which is a comprehensive mechanism elucidation that combines function and structure. | language function plasticity of
We also targeted Japanese-English bilingual and early and late language learners in the
critical period to identify sites that affect language function plasticity. The results Ianguage Iearners
contributed to the reacquisition of language function after surgery and the progress of
subsequent treatment. This result was published in journal, Neuroscience (2020).

Associate Professor Koizumi primarily investigates key factors in the effective
implementation of speaking tests at senior high schools in Japan. For example, she has
shown that holding discussions at the beginning of the test enhances interrater reliability
and that regular administration of the tests and test result feedback improve speaking
ability.

Associate Professor Nealy is studying practical ways to apply adult education theories
to the English language classroom to better understand the language learning process and
improve learning outcomes.

Associate Professor Fujita focuses on second language acquisition, with special
emphasis on listening skills and authentic materials, previously investigated the effects of
noise pollution on listening comprehension and found that the presence affected the
learners’ ability to use contextual information in their listening comprehension process.

Assistant Professor Mason's research interests are in the merged disciplines of health
care and business. His current ongoing research is on the impact of the COVID-19
pandemic and government mitigation strategies on consumer purchasing behaviors.
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RYEE + Mason, A., Narcum, J. & Mason, K. (2020). Changes in consumer decision-making resulting from the COVID-19 pandemic. Journal of Customer o
Behavior, 19(3). https://doi.org/10.1362/147539220X16003502334181
— Mitsuhashi T, Sugano H, Asano K, Nakajima T, Nakajima M, Okura H, Iimura Y, Suzuki H, Tange Y, Tanaka T, Aoki S, Arai H: Functional MRI and
= Structural Connectome Analysis of Language Networks in Japanese- English Bilinguals. Neuroscience 431: 17-24, 2020
- R Koizumi, Y In‘nami. Structural equation modeling of vocabulary size and depth using conventional and Bayesian methods. Frontiers in Psychology:
RMRE ) O
Language Sciences, 2020;11, 1-17.
— R Fujita. The effects of listening instructions using materials with background noise on EFL learners’ listening abilities. Annual Review of English
= Language Education in Japan (ARELE), 2020, 31, 113-128.
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R Mason, A. (2020) Pharmacy internal controls: A call for greater vigilance during the COVID-19 pandemic. Pharmacy, 8(4), 216.
" https://doi.org/10.3390/pharmacy8040216
T Mason, A. (2020). Coronavirus disrupts the United States economy: A preliminary conceptual investigation. Journal of International Business and
™ Economics, 20(3), pp. 77-85. http://dx.doi.org/10.18374/JIBE-20-3.6
x5 REREEH RRIM(MN (BB & FEE) 224, 5N EREABRSE EFR$tR
Mason, A., Mason, K., & Narcum, J. (2020), Social media marketing and the coronavirus: An exploratory study. International Academy of Business
EEFERFER and Public Administration Disciplines Conference (2020/10/24). Abstract published in International Academy of Business and Public Administration O
Disciplines Conference Proceedings, 17(4), 123.
Mason, A., Narcum, J., & Mason, K. (2020). Coronavirus is changing the landscape of shopping behavior, ABR Conference (2020/8/4-7), Academy
ERFERFER of Business Research Conference Proceedings Abstract published in Academy of Business Research Conference Proceedings on page 15-Winner, O
Best Paper Award.
A R Koizumi, A Watanabe, M Fukazawa, C Inoue. Examining learner perception toward test feedback in classroom-based speaking assessment using a
EFFSRER O

validity framework. LTRC/ALTAANZ Online Celebratory Event 2020, online, November 20, 2020
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