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Language-game of Newspaper Editorials:
A Comparative Analysis of Texts Related to U.S. Military Bases Lawsuits
in Mainland Japan and Okinawa

Momo K. SHIBUYA" *

[Abstract]

This paper analyses mass media messages as a product of language-game played in the context of Japanese society, to
define the rules of the language-game that govern Japanese press. Texts from national and local newspapers’ editorials
discussing the two lawsuits related to the U.S. military bases in mainland Japan and in Okinawa were selected for analysis,
using text mining techniques as well as qualitative manual coding within the question-answer framework of the language-
game. The results show that editorials on mainland and Okinawan issues, by both mainland and Okinawa newspapers,
seem to play a language-game under common rules, and found no ‘divide’ between the mainland and Okinawa, despite
that there are variations in orientations of each paper. It suggests the difference between the papers lies in their values,
which reflect the language-game of perception, rather than in their ‘grammar’ of journalism writing/editing. Matching the

readers’ language-game could not be discussed here but would be the next issue to be addressed in future study.
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