[Pz =Ra VAV - & %) =k (2018) 17-32 &H

75 VAR ERTOH Y RIT7 AT HNFEAL T - h
Ea Khau, A Cambodian Governor under the French Colonialism
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Abstract

This paper describes the career of a Cambodian governor Ea Khau under the French
colonial rule, in detail as much as possible, to reconsider the general understanding of
history about the colonial period which rarely recognizes Cambodians as the leading
actors. It is often said that the majority of the officials in Cambodia at that time were
Vietnamese fluent in French, and little study has been done on Cambodian (Khmer)
sources despite the fact that most information was exchanged through the documents
written in this language throughout the country. The records relating to Ea Khau show
that it was not the Vietnamese officials but the Cambodian mandarins who mediated
between the French colonial government and the villagers whose majority were
Cambodians, and that the French colonial rule could effectively function only by
parasitizing on the traditional organization of the kingdom of Cambodia. The French
colonialism transformed the traditional mandarin system gradually into something like a
modern bureaucracy, and new patron-client relationships were established between
French colonial officials and Cambodian officials, because the former tended to favor
someone they thought to be useful for their own duties and the evaluation by the former

influenced the promotion of the latter.
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