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Research Notes

To Establish International Liberal Arts
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Mino SAITO®, Yoshihisa SHIRAYAMA”

[Abstract])

Human beings today are confronting entirely new types of global issues. To address these unprecedented challenges,
people in the world, as global citizens, must develop cultural literacy and knowledge at a high international standard, and
engage in collaborative dialogues to solve emerging problems. To achieve this, academics in higher education institutions
are responsible for deepening and extending arguments beyond disciplinary boundaries. In this article, a group of faculty
members in the Faculty of International Liberal Arts at Juntendo University, each with his or her own academic expertise,
discuss issues and pedagogical approaches in establishing shared understanding of international liberal arts. The paper
aims to explore ways to balance the societal expectation for higher education institutions to provide short-term, practical
vocational training with the original goal of liberal arts education to nurture humanity. In particular, the authors discuss
the meaningfulness of the liberal arts and introduce practices in the faculty from disciplines including sociology, career
development, intercultural communication, translation studies, applied linguistics, and public health. The paper concludes
by suggesting what individual researchers should do in order to enhance their shared awareness and application of liberal

arts principles.
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