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English Education in Bangladesh

— Political, Cultural and Religious Influences —

Nihal Rahman

[Abstract]

This study gives an overview of the development of English education from its past to present status in Bangladesh,
followed by the political problems and cultural restrictions the country suffers in terms of education. The study
investigates opinions taken directly from learners and instructors in Bangladesh. This study aims to analyze the opinions
of individuals in the country and compare them to the results of studies conducted outside of Bangladesh.

Previous studies indicate that political, cultural, and religious matters are the main issues that have impact the
education system negatively. Consequently, learners are encouraged to go abroad for either higher education or
employment, due to which the development of Bangladesh progresses slowly. However, citizens of Bangladesh might
have a different perspective as no evidence has been collected from within the country.

Online surveys have been used to analytically measure the opinions of learners and instructors in the country. The
survey aimed to address two significant questions: Are learners satisfied with the English education in Bangladesh? Do
instructors think students would benefit from an external education system? Both quantitative and qualitative data were
collected, with multiple choice and open-ended questions, to strengthen the information obtained through the survey.

The results indicated that most learners were not satisfied with the English education in Bangladesh, and instructors
would prefer implementing an external education system in the country. However, learners also pointed out that the
English education made specifically for Bangladesh would have little or no impact on the individuals who refrain from
moving abroad. It was also suggested that implementing external sources will have a negative impact on the culture and
religion, making it vulnerable to extinction in the future.

Findings from this study imply that English education needs to be reinforced to keep up with the globalization trends
of the world, while also addressing the political issues related to education and simultaneously respecting the values of
culture and religion. The limitations of the study are that there were no participants from the suburban or rural areas,
which would have resulted in different outcomes. This study can also be used to compare any future research where the
opinions of the above-mentioned participants are evaluated. This will assist in clearing the misconceptions people have

toward English education and further explore the entire education system in Bangladesh.
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