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On Issues of the Theme of Language and Culture,
with Special Reference to Reading Comprehension in
English Teacher Employment Examinations
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Abstract

This paper surveys and analyzes 25 prefectural Teacher Employment Examinations
used in the Kanto and Kansai districts of Japan between 2011 and 2015. There are three
essential qualifications tested on the written examinations for high school English teach-
ers in Japan. They are “English language knowledge and skills,” “knowledge of the
course of study,” and “understanding and practice of teaching methods.” Yoshino (2012,
2013) examined the latter two qualifications. This paper studies the first qualification.
This study evaluates quality of the questions.

This paper consists of three parts. The first part focuses on a quantitative survey and anal-
ysis of the reading comprehension questions in the Teacher Employment Examinations.
Next, the paper examines the questions dealing with issues of language and culture. In the
analysis, questions about language were categorized as questions about language in general
or questions specifically related to English. Questions about culture were similarly catego-
rized as either questions about culture in general or questions about the culture of English-
speaking regions. Lastly, the paper cites six examples from the examinations and evaluates

them on their validity in determining the competency of English teacher applicants.
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