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Teaching Writing through Content Language Integrated Learning:

Content Analysis of Student Essays and Group Discussions
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Abstract

This research note introduces practices of teaching writing in Department of Interna-
tional Liberal Arts at a private university in Tokyo. Employing the Content Language In-
tegrated Learning approach, its freshman English course covers controversial personal is-
sues in the first semester, and intercultural communication in the second semester. In
2015, the author was given a chance to conduct an action research on student interactions
to improve day-to-day practices. With student permissions, she collected their papers
throughout the year, and in the second semester, she made audio-recordings of student
discussions four times a week. One emerging question was how the teaching of writing—a
pedagogy that is generally thought of as skill-based—can be approached in this linguacul-
ture setting. This report introduces findings from content analyses of word frequencies in
major papers and small group discussions. The author illustrates how the students raised
their intercultural awareness and understanding of academic writing conventions and dis-
cuss implications for better serving students including benefits and challenges.
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HAFEME 5 (Risa) global 6 9 10 8 11
citizen 4 7 10 5 4
culture 15 12 10 21 8
difference 15 17 12 8 7
language 11 5 7 18 6
Japanese 17 10 15 8 13
English 6 4 14 7 2
Risa global citizen culture  difference language Japanese  English
1. HiIH 1 1 3 2 0 0 1
2. RTHIHIR 3 2 1 1 4 5 3
3. TR 0 0 4 4 0 4 1
4. HBIHIR 2 1 7 8 7 8 1
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(1)  “You love to meet and know cultures that

are different from yours. Now, | can talk with stu-

dents who are not only from different parts of Ja-
pan but also from foreign countries in Juntendo
university, and each student has different back-
grounds and experiences. (Risa, “Letter to my
future self,” p. 2)
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(2) Aot of people like travel abroad or are in-
terested in foreign countries. That is because their
mother countries and other countries are differ-
ent, and each of them has each special[i]ty. The
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special[i]ty is culture that the things that mem-
bers of a group share in common. People like to
meet the special[iJty. What is more, culture is al-
ways with people because that is made by them.
In other words, people also like to meet others
who have different cultures. For the good rela-
tionships with the people who has different
special[i]ty, people need to use intercultural com-
munication. They also need not only the feeling
of wanting to know other cultures but also the

feeling of wanting to be known own culture.”
(Risa “Want to know, want to be known,” p. 1)
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(3) Because I’'m doing some volunteers lately,
so un | made some friends from other countries,
but one friend is 72 A/ 724 not like American or
British because he is a Muslim Islam as a reli-
gion, and he is Muslim so he don’t eat pork or he
actually drinks a little, and not just eating habits,
but also different ways of thinking, and un un
many other volunteers and | ... many other volun-
teers and he and | went hangout together some-
times, but maybe in in this world, many people
misunderstands Muslim, because of Islamic
States or, and the bad histories then and generally
speaking Muslim is not have a open-mind, and
not like Americans or British, easy going but he
is actually un, a little easy going and friendly
type, so many other volunteers understands his &
BIEAS, LW Z T he’s Muslim but
he has his identity so religion and identity makes
himself but other people think just religion, and
not, they don’t know his identity or un himself.
his self. So sometimes, they’ re in trouble.
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