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Social Support for Childcare and
Social Capital in Rural Areas of the Siem Reap Province, Cambodia
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Ahmad ISHTIAQ", Kanako ISHIYAMA?, Motoyuki YUASA®

[Abstract]

The objective of this study was to clarify the roles of families and communities in child-rearing within rural areas
of Siem Reap Province, Cambodia. A preliminary literature review organized nutrition, health, childcare, and primary
education in rural Cambodia. Based on this, a two-day fieldwork study was conducted locally, involving interviews with
households having children aged 15 and under.

The results confirmed that child-rearing is not limited to individual household parents but is supported by the cooperation
from relatives and community members. Furthermore, the presence of support from community-based health volunteers
and public institutions such as health centers, and NGO was revealed. These findings demonstrate a support structure
formed through networks of trust and mutual aid within rural Cambodian communities, revealing that child-rearing
benefits not only from parents and relatives but also from social capital.

These insights suggest can be applied not only in rural Cambodia but also in developed countries, aiding policy
development that leverages local social capital and fostering such community ties in child-rearing support measures.
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