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Book Review

“Social Rescue and Social Policy in Modern China:The Idea and Practice of Co-operative,
Social Research and Social Rescue”
Arata Akiyama (2019) Akashi Shoten

Heiwa OOE" *

[Abstract]

This book, albeit ambitious, focuses on the administration involved in social policy and social rescue along with the
perception of charitable work among intellectuals involved in poverty issues in the Republic of China, approximately from
the 1920s to the 1940s.

This book examines three significant topics. It discusses the emergence of social rights, ideas, and institutions that is
followed by highlighting China’ s uniqueness in comparison to that of Japan. Third, it analyzes the issue of social rescue
through the writings of specific persons.

However, three problems are evident in the book. First, it is of paramount importance to discuss the actual activities
of Huayangyizhenhui (FELEFENRZY), a social rescue organization, and whether its primary body belonged to the private
or government sector. Second, it is essential to ask how the intellectuals perceived the issues concerning the public and
private divide, which constituted a major aspect of charitable work. Third, the author notes that the nation must take
responsibility and redefine social circumstances and conditions so that individuals can agree and stand in solidarity with
the nation. Additionally, one may ask how they commit to the contemporary Chinese social policy.

The conclusion discusses the steps to overcome the contradiction between the “rule of man” (A75) and citizenship but
could not accumulate that experience in reality. Moreover, it suggests thinking about the contemporary Chinese nation and
society to further the existing discourse.
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