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Practical Research Reports

Student Questionnaire Results for Improving Courses in Spanish
as a Second Foreign Language:

Juntendo University Faculty of International Liberal Arts

(Spring Semester 2019)

Saori KOBASHI"* Carlos TORRALBA?
Maria de las Nieves RODRIGUEZ * Kimiko TSURUGA ¥

Abstract

At Juntendo University, the number of students studying Spanish as a second foreign
language increased approximately two-fold in the previous year. Based on this, a student
survey was conducted to understand the learning situation, objectives, and needs of students
and to improve the Spanish language course. For this survey, we used a questionnaire
prepared by GIDE (2012a, 2012b) to analyze ways of improving Spanish language
teaching. In the present paper, we summarize the results and add some considerations.
A total of 129 first and second-year students who attended Spanish courses at the school
during the Spring 2019 semester took the questionnaire. Students were questioned about
their reason for learning the Spanish language, the amount of goals achieved, preferred
learning style, etc. Statistical analysis was used to examine the differences between first
and second-years. As a result, significant differences were observed in more than half of
the items, and it was confirmed that there were differences in the situation and needs of
each group. Based on the results of this survey, we would like to conduct surveys on more

specific items for program improvement in the near future.
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Spanish language, Foreign-language learning, Foreign-language acquisition,
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