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Research Notes

Quotation in English and Japanese Interactions:
A Study of Quotation within the Scope of Emancipatory Pragmatics

Yuko NOMURA" *

[Abstract]

The purpose of this paper is to offer an innovative new perspective on the study of quotation by reconsidering quotations
in Japanese conversations through Emancipatory Pragmatics (EP). EP is an emerging paradigm which examines linguistic
phenomena through the lens of native intuitions (Ide & Fujii, 2014). Because traditional pragmatics developed largely through
the investigations of Euro-American languages, it is sometimes inadequate to more fully understand the dynamics of Asian
languages. This paper applies EP to the study of quotation use in Japanese conversations as compared to quotation use in
English. Previous studies of quotation primarily focused on grammatical differences and paid little attention to what it means
to Japanese speakers to quote during conversation (in contrast to English speakers). Thus, this paper analyses quotations in
English and Japanese conversations, with special attention to quotations with the verb omou/think. The results indicate that
Japanese speakers tend to quote words that arise in their minds suddenly at a certain moment (e.g. interjection “he (Oh)”),
whereas English speakers tend to quote well-considered words. Finally, the results suggest that Japanese quotations are
sustained by “Japanese logics” (Yamaguchi, 2004) whereby Japanese sentences tend to be constructed in the word order in

which they occurred in the speaker’s mind.

Key words: Quotation, Interaction, Pragmatics, Emancipatory pragmatics, Comparative study between English and Japanese
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