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Frangois Khiion:
The Brother of the Ministry for Justice of the Kingdom of Cambodia

in the Colonial Period
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Abstract

Because the Cambodians of the colonial period were regarded as mere subordinates,
most researchers did not pay attention to kings and mandarins as persons, although they
played important roles. Thus, we know nothing about their lives, economic foundations,
human relationships, etc. This paper is intended to draw the life history of a mandarin,
Frangois Khiion, a descendant of an Euro-Cambodian Catholic community which settled
in Ponhea Lueu from the 16th century.

Khiion was educated in France for more than 11 years, and after coming back to Cam-
bodia, first served in the royal palace as a chief of engineers, then was appointed as a
provincial governor. His elder brother, Alexis Louis Chhun, was the Minister for Justice,
and he and his brother intimately associated with the King, members of the royal family,
and other ministers. Even after Khiion became a senior official with the title of Okifia, and
had a wife and a son, he was always under the protection of his elder brother, Chhun, who
compensated for his failures. Chhun’s role as the guardian of the family members seems to

be succeeded by his son-in law, Mao, who was the Acting Military Minister then.
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