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Spanish Language Training Program at the University of Salamanca:

An Attempt of Program Design for the Formation of Global Citizenship
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Abstract

This paper aims to give an overview of the Spanish Language Training Program of the
Faculty of International Liberal Arts (FILA), Juntendo University, held twice at the Interna-
tional Courses (CC.IL.) of the University of Salamanca, Spain. This program in Salamanca
has been designed carefully as an opportunity for the formation of global citizenship com-
bining language courses and cultural activities offered by the CC.II., homestays with Span-
ish families, and tutorial sessions organized exclusively for the FILA group by bilingual
and bicultural professional tutors, who also arranged conversation sessions with Spanish
students learning the Japanese language. According to the questionnaires and final reports,
participants evaluated positively this program in general. They not only improved their
Spanish language skills but also achieved deeper insights into sociocultural knowledge and
social values different from theirs, especially through communication with Spanish stu-
dents in both Spanish and Japanese. As a conclusion, FILA’s Spanish Training program in
Salamanca may help its participants to cultivate respectful and generous attitudes towards
the ‘Others’, which is one of the constituting elements of global citizenship. In order to

succeed in this aim, it is necessary to design an adequate pre- and post-training.
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