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Book Review

“The Comparative Study of The Modern Chinese Red Cross
Society and The World Red Swastika Society”

Heiwa OOE"*

Abstract

The author Gao Pengcheng undertakes a comparative study of the Chinese Red Cross
Society and the World Red Swastika Society and evaluates both as “very important
institutions in the history of humanitarian activities in Chinese history since the 20th century.”

This book aims to expand on previous research by comparing the two organizations from
a financial perspective. Also, it clarifies the relationship between the nation and the two
organizations and how they overcame the conflict against the “government.” However,
there are three problems with the book. First, to make the World Red Swastika Society
relativize, additional case studies are needed. Second, the author should mention the role
and influence of the chairman of the World Red Swastika Society. Third, it is necessary to
focus not only on the activities but also on the organizations’ philosophy and motivation
and the role of religion. Finally, the reviewer suggests that the author should analyze these
organizations in relation to the history of the Republic of China so as to understand the

differences of these organizations.
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