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Practical Research Reports

Disputes on China's Naming Activity of Undersea Features in the waters surrounding
Japan and the South China Sea

Kyoichi SASAZAWA" *

[Abstract]

China, pursuing its national policy of becoming a “maritime power,” has intensified its maritime activities by deploying
newly built vessels and equipment without distinction between military and civilian use, creating friction with coastal
states. In the waters surrounding Japan and the South China Sea, Beijing has accelerated activities to propose Chinese
names to undersea features to the UN Sub-Committee on Undersea Feature Names (SCUFN). In the SCS, this practice
evolved into a “naming dispute,” with China, the Philippines, Vietnam, and Malaysia submitting numerous proposals to
SCUFN. At the 36th session in 2023 (SCUFN36), the committee issued its first decision to “freeze” newly naming in the
SCS. SCUFN36 also placed nine Chinese-submitted names in the Southern Kyushu—Palau Ridge area—where Japan has
submitted a continental shelf extension proposal to the UN—under “pending” status, citing possible implications for Japan’s
interest and leaving the matter to bilateral consultation. Undersea features extend beyond natural science, affecting natural
resource development, continental shelf extension, and the naval vessels’ operation, thereby linking directly to maritime
interests and security. This article offers an analysis of recent developments, the outlook for unresolved issues, and the

broader regional implications, exemplified by India’s return to SCUFN after 15 years in response to China’s activities.

Key words: Sub-Committee on Undersea Feature Names (SCUFN), China, the South China Sea (SCS), Southern
Kyushu-Palau Ridge Region (KPR), United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS)
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%ﬁi%&bf%%ﬂéo_ﬂit N &1
WAL KEEIIER 2 B35 720010 A AR
SCUFNEGEHENDEE
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DT TIHEL TE R TH Y, TBURRIITHE
M REELELEZD,

CIHEH TIZ Ao 728, FEO 2021 4F
DIERIT, 7T — X KRR EORHCE M N 2K
R S 4L, TEEILEZ BT 9 BIDRE £ 72130
Bl DSk Ll o7z,

7275, %2022 4 SCUFN35 ¢, H[EIZTC
FWILEBET DT — X 2L, I
B D/INUERF RN HH L CHIKOWEILTH
52 LT A SRR L, RETZ
X7z (SCUFN, 2022),

ZOREIL, BURICHEM,. H WL, Hdr
EMESEDLHLOTIE o2k, £ ) s
. BARRNEE S KwZ LT O0EMnEk s,

4.4 BMITBOREESD EMIGEE

2023 £ SCUFN36 CTHIEIT, Eik% L7
LA DR EEIT -T2, BN 15 »EO 2R
RA50 0 3FELS LD, Z2IMETHREZ TH
5o WNT, 74U ED 100, X KT LD
Ol &, MY TlhREEORERENHNLD,
YR O R N300 HICEL -
(SCUFN, 2023a),

KNLED 2% 1T E O/NS I iERc Z 2 i 4
H 5 DITRF Th D,

Lo X9 Zem R REEIX. = e T
(21X SCUFN IZ& L TW o7z, A7 F b
U —t 70 EOEAMEE KD R BEAMET B

Z 1. SCUFN37 MiZEIKR

A RRvT 34
ViRt 4 28
74U By 25
E 22
BN 10
ra 7
A% 5
F 4
%E\DVT\N?ﬁ\zmyE7\ﬁw x 1
k7w

3% 25 1% #8 2 7= [E X Fast track % &
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Hi, {h## 8 (Philippine v. China, 2016) 73 ¥
FIRILE SE L7213 o TSR] 2 A3,
FEE IR E <& BT TRERE
AT T 270, it ESNT 5 X912
ol Th b,

fER. PRI B D AR AR IT 89 1
WZEE L7z, L BIFRE CHgIcR LT, FE
L. 74V RET A LT ONT
NWrOEOMANEMBE L, 1E0%, BEICR
LT o T b OCREAEDOMIE~DEE M4 T
HoT7,

ZDOEIBREREDIE NS, SCUFN
(2023b, p.48) 1%

...in line with statements made by Member States
represented (CN, PH, MY, VN), SCUFN agreed “to
freeze” the SCS for naming proposals until a joint
proposal on the way forward is submitted by all

interested parties.

W) I (SCUFN36/04.6/01) % F9, 12 A
DEEICLZEHITIRS ENHIEDE YD
K CTH T,

ZHUT KD 275 RSB ST,
ZE AZE REONTILTEH 72 < | freeze (IR
f) LIXRMURETH D,

[FER I/ > T M DI RN FE B L 7R O
SCUFN35 CT%, HEMNN NS LAOREICHK L
T, [BOGMICHER) ZEERICREEZBXT-0.,
vl —IT T4 VL OEEMLDBH ST
&L ZORHIRIRIR B o TN, FTIRER
[ [H O P Z 02 % YW & 72 - 7= (SCUFN,
2022), RNOEIFHE S o T2,

27T ) — OO TROE M R R &
WD —HOEEE, EEHIFTOHRRH > T
B, MY T EKLMPITRNTNDHDT
H5b,

SCUFN36 Tidb 9 —>, HHRETHLLTFD
O RFELOWREN S, FEEZHRYE LT
% M| Wr (SCUFN36/04.20/00) & 72 - 7=, % d
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SCUFN36/04.6/01 & [F% D4 Td Y . SCUFN
RDOZ T IED DRI S 3R THRAL S,

SCUFN noted the statement from Japan, who has
invited CCUFN to engage in mutual consultation
since 9 naming proposals (#12 to #20) are located in
the area of interest of Japan.

(SCUEN, 2023b, p.48)

ZZCHENXEZ KPR @ 9 M IZ 4 & i
RLT&EZ, ZOHEHAO= A2 MIIZIZ, BAR
B HEA~D 2023 45 10 A 27 H AT o@
Lo, WEBO THHAER#EI ESTH (mutual
consultation in progress) | &Rtk AL TUWN D,

KREFIERE D7, WEIT H AR LE/R A
ZS5ET L7CIET oM, ZniEEETconll
PO ELSTHELAEZMTEOELTHDHDT
bD, ZOWHA~DIRREIZK L, SCUFN O %}
JRITAEZ L 2o TWD M, AEIZ L - THINT
DED DG, WICETIREN 2SN, A
HIFICSZ BRI 4L 5 ATREME & B 1 TR uy,

EHIICH D 12, HAEOREEZ 4 25 1
(fast track ZFr< ). GFF250 &9 ERRRE
(SCUFN36/04.0/02) 7372 &4u, HANZEM S
7= (SCUFN, 2023c), F iz, E#EMEA T o
RO BRI ZZ 2 S 51T EOWLN IR FRETZ »
7=DTH D,

4.5 REHHIR EEZREO KRG

2024 £ SCUFN37 T, HEO#LEITRIF &
FToTEPY 2212 F T4 L7z (SCUFN,
2024), SCUFN37 THEEZ1T -7z 13 NEOHT
. A v 7, FH, 740 ) kS
4 FBFThHD, BHED FRBENEZE LT,

i B, SCUFN37 DR #4013 140 1F & Ai4E
D350 1 R Uiz, FERHID TSN
L72 2011 4 & [RIKHET, 1993 FELARETHRLD & |
SEAEAG T RO WV K HEIZ TR BBV,

ZNTH, 74V ERA U FR VT ORE
BN IE. BiIEE TOREICL 2 KRERE
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SOEFIEN D DN ZDH, SHIZERBIND
DI, 1SESRD Ll b4 RO, LT
HoT,

Fix, PEIC X D2HEARZEOIERILIX,
HERREETST TR, A U R THRHEEH
WTWe, A ¥ RIZRLSEELITHOT . SCUFN
~OEMTIE L ehodz, LrL, 2021 4ED
SCUFN34 TA ¥ REED 5 S DRI IZ, P
EH OB 2 KO RIDIRE S, BED
SCUFN35 TR & 72 2 & DI Z FEA T2,
HE 4 DS DW= T A > K EEZ #5274 % i
NT=NETHY . A2 FRIOHERIZH DD b
DOTE o, EEoREFP LT LE
(CCTV) IZ NRFfgHE (PLA) AN T L.
— KRR E LTI U Z & HI L7z,

A 779254k Hindustan Times(Patranobis, 2023)
L. “The latest move by the PLA navy ‘- will be
closely tracked by the Indian navy” & %5 /a4 ¢ >
THLE TS, 1 RiE SCUFN38 IZ % HiJF L
7= (SCUFN, 2025),

HEICIZEBE T D4 23K > T H s
XTEY, EEZEMAPLESBENL TV TS,
T ~O—JTH 724 I TBAREO KFE L 720
T,

SCUFN37 IZ81) % 22 D EIT T~ T
Shiz, ZDo 56, THIZHARDOR AR H
ETHolz, WTNLL KPROEREIZH Y, i
HITWE DOIFEER D B 60km L 2L Tuze
W (K1), R E LT Z O~ DB E
W2 EE I b ES,

D ISHFIINT AT, A2 REE, Mol
BECHotm, FREIIME S FTHEZT O [xFED kK
F] TIERWZ 2D THIR ST -,

4.6 HEAEBEEEDDM
SCUFN37 Tl 1, 7 4 VB N R A
~ LT R A KD R AR R L,
FRIE1X "it must follow the principle of consensus
among all interested parties including China"(China,
2024) &, IRFEOBMRET X THREE LTERFO
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HSCUFNI|ZHRETE D L) art oA (4
2—%) MoOIHEFEZ (joint proposal) # F ik
L7,

ZhuzxtL, BEBZZOERFFATH-
oo HHWDHIHBEEIC, HED EEZ S KEEM
DOUREHIZ IR DR e (a right of
priority to name) {545 &2 L Fik, £
NWTHMENME IZMmA Lo X, hEE
EOMTHEOEZHIT D X O KD (Viet
Nam, 2024) ,

SZEOFHEICEH N DI~ L —2 T Tho
72o ~ L —3 7 1% SCUFN37 [ELR D 2024 4E 5 H |
D3 FERELE, PEED 2EFSG LK
WOBE, AT, AR kG A2 ST
BEEHRICHITTETRERE Y L= T NRET
LHEMRR LI, —JF, FRICEIE, 2446
A @ SCUFN37 i B L 7= BIfRE S A1
I, FESAEICE DX N LAOBRBKEL
7= (Ahmad, 2024)

74 U AL, EFEREIZOWTITNLSG A Y
fEIZ LTV 7203, EEZ 0 KBl o HiTE (2 %f
T HMEOmA IS EERKIEOSCE &2 HWT—
TEOBR A x U, 1 0 WUk iR Bk 2 Sk o 72
(Philippines, 2024) ,

FERE LT, BfR4 EOEGELEDOREIZIX
59, HAEILMEEE & 72 > 7= (SCUFN, 2024),
SCUFN38 TIIfRE D 2 FEv—v 33 M) 2
Tl &3, SCUFN36 T4 [E23NH L7=Fg > T ¥
DFEZ 300 233 N CTHER) & 72 572 (SCUFN,
2025),

W E X, FEEORICEEORE L
ZHH T, OB EED BWHANEAD7eh o>
7D, FATEICARLZZERT LR, (51,
HEME, HEAS ISR 2 AR O L & A2 2ud T
FERVICLIZEEZ D,

5, E

FET KPR ICEBWT, EERMIEI HARIZ
Lo TlHE - MAEHTHAHIZ LD BT,
ZNOORBICIE S, Bri e mEE - B
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MEWEIEEWEER VNS RIS b s ORE
EIToTCW5D, £H9ETLTCIEDDEHEL
T ERMENEVOIE, FENE K EHEOR
W= A 2 EALEDT A8 1 FIER (R G D

B, 74V EY) LE2HIER (FE - D
GRS 7T AF ) ORIC KPR B FEAE
THZ LTS,

KPR O KFEMIERE 2 HEEd 5 L ToRA L
B BEIE B E LTRANWT S — %
NHNZFFOBRMETE DS, MR IZ 2 < T 0
BTN MEE LY Eich Y, hEEEN (BT
T2, NDOFEERERTERVVETHD) &
FELTWD, KfEiL, £ D& UNCLOS
ORI OWTIEER LRV, EaE DO
W7, I EEA LT 5 200 A H
AKDEEZ 52 LoV ThH, ZhFETIZ
AN ETND,

X BT KEEMERE SR Siud, 2 205
RO, ¥ B EEZ 75 KPR FEifi £
THALTEE km OFEIRAEI > TAD Z LT/
%, WHEHIZOHHERIT, EBKEOEM TE oW
THEHERERLFO,

Ly, MEMEOREA L, EHE T b
H. 7 b — MNEE) & B O 2 KT %,
W72 61X~ 7'~ O NI X 2 UK LTS,
W5E 72 OISR T M OB SRV 25 U 7
MEBOFER L 72 0 | ROREE Tk, KEEiE
Erpl, HEICE > THE L RWHARDEE
ERIFHINCEET HDMELE bR 0155, B
DEWEIRED 1 HDEEZ NS,

FERNZ AL IEENC W T, TR TIHREE
ZATRAORN (2 DB T D AN E o
FIOPER) | (KIFEH et al., 2018) & FFRL TV
%, GEBCO |[ZF /RSN HMEEHEOFIZ, %
BoOHE/DI~T, EOWRo [ 22 | %
BRTHI LD, MENFEHIRVES
Ok E THE > THA L, FE% THD TW
<AT21E, XL FHEMTH D,

RIZ B ARFE 5 OV RFE ECHEEN I A
1T9& LT, 2O FOMWEICHEREA Z S
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T2 S S BAFAE L TR, EREfES IR L
THMHE D TEOFETICH 5 & ORHAE T
LA RMBAE T D, PERICIFEARIC ML
DXGL & T2 HHINAFAE L2\ 28 IS HTE
A OFERED, WU BE T 2 BRI A 3\ T
KHC KX 2B A S L &2 TS & BRI
TE 5,

6. #Eim

UL EORRER NS, BARICE LTI,
KPR B3 OV JEE #6345 TP E O 4 T8
23, SCUFN |23 W THEHIRMIIZHEM e & o & 112
2 DEAMBES X —INES L, Lok
IZONWT—EOHARBEDER I L>OH D &
FHECE B,

AR T, BUEB IS » o
demarcation (FR51%) & HDHFEERMEIZ/R - T
& 72, CLCS TOHWrnty T2 KPR
(2332 58 = E D B OFRRITBURAIT M & 5L
IREND—ITT, ERIOFIPH A E L 72K
BRI T, REERE ORISR 5 m
HATHZHEINTWS, ZOX57eERHIX. 4
%O SN D ATREME E O,

FERBUTxT 2 HIBRAE TR RS, M
WL REER M4 LA D RIS — & O 1%
RELOLEEEE RS, PEIT, @®IREEF
DR IALND Z Ll o728, HEA %
LT ONHE W ORED KLY 278 B,
AARBERDIZENT S BN RIAD D57 T,
INEREIRTH - TH, ZNHITXT Dm4IE
Bha e D AIREEN B D,

B UMECBA LTk, HE & oiREE &
9 B2 RSTAE XN T E B 22V RS BRTE(L
L7, MRTHEBORFEEO ERENPZH L TE
T MYHRIC BN T, 2Dk ) RO AR —E
X, FREAREME ST ER /2D G5, Fif
[EEND 72 5 WO ZEDBLENG S, [
| MEOMHRPEEN D,

FIFFIZ, 2 & BARENICBWTE, Yy —F
VAL BREETIBZDOTIEHRLS, BOHN
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FEPE URRGE L. AR RERE T 5 Ak OBk RE
ERIZTZENRDBEND,

RE

1) ™= FRIEIALTHY ., Hurd’s Deep & & FEFR
SN D, BARDHGIMZE TIE A RO N—
KT —7 Lk S b0, Deep ZESA
THE E 72 XM LIRS N D, Afe Tldife
JEE i T 40 PRAE ME O J& 4 AR (W&, 2025)
(ZEDE M e L7,

—f%HIZ EEZ £ 0 4 D23 #E (high seas) %
FET 723, $Eke/KIk<° EEZ % & TefaiEs O
BIZEDND Z ERD D,
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