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The formation of modern Aikido from the viewpoint of Jujutsu techniques
Hirosato Matsushita
Abstract
Background:
Academic approaches to determine the establishment of modern Aikido (Aiki-kai )
are scarce.
Object :
The aim of this study was to clarify the formation of the modern Aikido from the
-viewpoint of Jujutsu techniques.
Methods:
Forty-seven techniques used in the schools of Daito-ryu were compared with those
used in the modern Aikido, using the description and photographs in the available
textbooks and manuals of modern Aikido (Aiki-kai) and "Daito-ryu Jujutsu Hiden
Mokuroku" . Several biographies of Morihei Ueshiba were also studied.
Result:
Similarities of the techniques between modern Aikido and Daito-ryu are confirmed.
Out of forty-seven techniques of Daito-ryu, nine variation of "four-direction throw"
were observed in the modern Aikido. About "first technique" and "forearm return
‘(kote-gaeshi )" techniques, variations or similar forms were recognizedin eight and
three techniques of modern Aikido, respectively. The modern Aikido lacks
aetmi-waza that has been major techniques in Daito-ryu Jujutsu. The body and
foot-motion-called “Tenkan” and “Irimi”, that were believed.as.characteristic
techniques in the modern Aikido were also ascertained in the textbook of Daito-ryu
jujutsu. Morihei Uesiba, the founder of the modern Aikido, was known to have a
close relationship with Oomoto-kyo (a Sectarian Shinto sect and one of Japan’s
“New Religions.”) and Daito-ryu Aiki Jujutsu in the period between 1915 and 1937
when he had been an associate professor of Daito-ryu.

Discussion:
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From the view point of morphology, the majority of modern Aikido techniques were
considered to have been developed from forms or variations of those of Daito-ryu.
Techniques of “Tenkan” and “Irimi”, which had been believed to be incorporated
into the modern Aikido by Ueshiba from his religious beliefs, are considered to be
transmitted forms of the Daito-ryu and other older Japanese jujitsu schools.
Conclusion:

The techniques of the modern Aikido had been influenced greatly by Daito-ryu.
Ueshiba developed his Aikido as a jujitsu with a strong sense of loving and

-protection of all-things, as well as contributing to the-formation of the universe.
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