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Abstract
Introduction
For Japan, China has a great potential for soccer businesses in the future given
its economy and population. It is one of the examples that the Avispa Fukuoka decided
to form a business partnership with the Guangzhou Evergrande Taobao Football Club.
Research of the Chinese professional soccer league will be valuable to expand sports
businesses in Asia. However, it is difficult to obtain enough information in Japan to

understand the situation of the Chinese professional soccer league.

Purpose

The purposes of this study were to clarify: (a) the current situation of the
Chinese professional soccer league, (b) the reform conducted by the Guangzhou
Evergrande Taobac Football Club, and {c) the chailenges for the expansion of the Chinese
professional soccer league, in order to facilitate Japanese people’s understanding of the
Chinese professional soccer league by using the case of the Guangzhou Evergrande

Taobao Football Club that won the fourth championship in a row.

Method
The data collected from Chinese publications, public reports, and Chinese
websites were organized by the two following perspectives: business administration and

sports operation.

Results and Discussion

Results indicated that: {a} the Chinese professional soccer league has increased
the income since 2010, and a huge fund injection by the Evergrande Real Estate Group
triggered this; (b) the Guangzhou Evergrande Taobao Football Club succeeded hy
bringing foreign players and managers based on the massive amount of funding and by
employing the European management style; and (¢) most of the sponsors of the Chinese
professional soccer league come from a real estate industry, which may lead to a erisis if

the economic bubble bursts. Also, depending on foreign managers and players too much

60



and a small amount of fans who buy tickets and goods as consumers can be considered
as future problems.

Such Guangzhou Evergrande Taobao Football Club’s management is necessary
as the first step toward a development of the Chinese professional soccer. However, the
effect 15 temporal. Remedying the financial support from the single industry and the
high-cost structure is required for a continuous and sustainable development of the

Chinese professional league.

Conclusion

The Guangzhou Evergrande Taobao Football Club’s success stimulates the
Chinese professional soccer league and builds up a sense of reforms. However, the
Chinese professional soccer league depends on the real estate industry, and it is involved
with the high-cost structure and potential collapse of the bubble economy. In the future,
the Chinese professional soccer league needs: {a) to secure a various kinds of sponsors
and to shift to an efficient and independent structure as business administration; and

(b) to develop Chinese star players and mature fans as sports operation.
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