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Original Artieles

Abstract

A Study on the Characteristics of Nursing Students’ Perspectives of Nursing
and Associated Factors by College Year : Text-Mining Analysis

Objective and Methods : A questionnaire-based survey of 4,542 students enrolled in 14 nursing schools was
conducted in the Kanto region to examine the characteristics of the nursing students’ perspectives of nursing
by college year. This study aimed to determine whether learning motivation, human factors, and basic attri-
butes were associated with the students’ perspectives of nursing.

Results and Discussion : A text-mining analysis of the sentences completed from four stems revealed the 471
nursing students’ perspectives of nursing (response rate, 10.4%). First-year nursing students regarded a nurse
as an entity who possesses knowledge and skills. Second-year nursing students perceived nursing as assisting
patients, including their family mempers, and supporting them Mentally. Third-year nursing students viewed
nursing as supporting the mental aspect of patients’ health. Fourth-year students regarded nursing as Aaving
respect for patients’ lives and providing holistic and individualized medical care together with the physicians.
More categories could be generated from the perspectives of the students from later school years. Moreover,
the perspectives of these senior students were more pragmatic. In terms of the role of nursing in a multidis-
ciplinary team setting, only collaboration with physicians was mentioned, suggesting the need for education
regarding multidisciplinary collaboration. The results of a discriminant analysis of the participants’ nursing per-
spectives, learning motivation, human factors, and basic attributes showed the following factors to be associated
with nursing perspectives: /identification, which occurs when fourth-year students recognize learning motivation

as a means to an end, and a patient’s family, which represents a human factor for third-year students.
Key words : nursing perspectives, nursing college students, learning motivation
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