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Research Report

Abstract

A Fact-finding Survey on the Understanding, Recognition,
and Usage of Portfolio for Nursing Faculty Members
at Nursing Colleges and Universities Nationwide

The purpose of this study is to clarify how the portfolio is understood, recognized, and used by nursing
faculty members working at nursing colleges and universities nationwide. Data were collected through an
anonymous web survey (cross-sectional study) of nursing faculty members at nursing universities across the
country ; for analyses, descriptive statistics were calculated and the Mann-Whitney U test was performed
using SPSS. The significance level was set at 5%.

The survey was distributed to 1,673 nursing faculty members at 61 nursing universities and 236 responses
(14.1% response rate) were received, of which 233 were analyzed. Approximately 99% of respondents had
heard of the term “portfolio,” but their understanding varied greatly from person to person, and its introduction
into specialist subjects in the academic year Y2020 was about 35%. Half of the respondents introduced the
system based on recommendations from their organizations, and after acquiring knowledge from books and
on-campus training sessions, it was evident that they were implementing instructions based on a certain level
of knowledge. However, the linkage of portfolios across disciplines is limited, and the current situation is that
portfolios are not being used for grading courses.

In order to disseminate and effectively utilize a quality-assured portfolio, it is necessary to share a common
understanding among all involved, provide opportunities and support that encourage its adoption and use,
and devise a format that can be applied to nursing. The involvement in fostering self-coordinated learning
skills, and need to shift to an organic e-portfolio that advances digital transformation (DX) through integrated
management with the Academic Information System and Learning Management System (LMS) are also

discussed.
Key words : portfolio, nursing colleges and universities, nursing faculty members, national survey

MATSUO Emiko, NAGANO Mitsuko, NOZAKI Manami





