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Research Report

Abstract

How Do Home Visiting Nurses Capture the “Personhood” of Older Adults
Requiring Long-Term Care?: A Meta-Synthesis of Japanese Studies

To clarify how Japanese home visiting nurses perceive the “personhood” of older adults in their care, we
conducted a literature search spanning the past 10 years (2012-2022) using the Ichushi-Web. We utilized such
keywords as “home health care nursing” and “personhood” to identify and select 11 articles that extensively
describe nursing practices by home visiting nurses, who have demonstrated respect for the personhood of
older adults in their care. From these articles, we extracted specific descriptions of the relevant practices. A
secondary analysis was performed, referencing the meta-integration method.

The study findings indicate that home visiting nurses strive to understand the personhood of older adults by
inferring their personhood from the past, comprehending older adults’ personhood presently, and exploring
the personhood envisioned by their patients for the future. To assist older adults in their convalescence, in
living their lives, and passing away “in their own way’, home visiting nurses must be conscious of and refine
their own understanding of “in their own way’. They should also showcase their professional ability to help
recognize the distinct lives of the individuals in their care.

Key words : visiting nursing, personhood, older adults
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