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MR SRR RIS a7 45 % 1% (2000) 5
Fg1 HEEITCE
Communicaisle Diseases - Tuberculosis (us of 17 March 20081 Estimated TH - Estimated TB deaths (MDG indicator 23 -> T8 mortality, all farms (per 100 000 pegelation per year) > Total
(Periodicity: Year, Applied Time Period: from 1990 to 2006)
1990 | 1991 | 1992 | 1993 | 1994 | 1995 | 1996 | 1097 | 1998 | 1999 | 2000 | 2004 | 2002 | 2003 | 2004 | 2005 | 2006
South Africa | 78 | 78 | 82 | 84 | 8 | 95 | 102 | 113 | 124 | 122 | 161 | 186 | 177 | 199 | 202 | 213 | 218
[Cambodia | 119 | 119 | 120 | 120 | 123 | 121 | 123 | 119 | 17 | 114 | 113 | 111 | 106 | 101 | 98 | 93 | 92
Philippines &0 79 78 76 80 74 78 76 74 ?i_r_ H& 54 52 49 48 47 45
[Indonesin | 90 | 86 | 83 | 70 | 76 | 75 | 72 | 70 | 67 | 63 | 62 | 59 | 53 | 50 | 46 | 41 | 38
Viet Nam 39 36 a4 32 29 31 28 26 25 24 24 24 24 24 23 23 23
India 42 42 42 43 42 i 43 42 43 43 42 41 Mo a7 a4 an 28 28
Thailand 28 | 28 | 20 | 20 | 29 | 29 | 20 | 28 | 26 | 24 | 2 [ 2z | 2 | 20 | 20 | 20 | 20
Malaysia | 22 | 21 | 20 | 20 | 19 | 19 | 18 | 23 | 23 | 23 [ 18 | 18 | 18 | 18 | 18 | 18 | 17
China m | m | w2 (2|22 20 20 |20 [20 20 |10 [ 19 [ a8 |17 ] 1615
EE?E:“COI 19 | 16|15 2wl 10, 9| 89| 8|9 9|9 |10 w0
Singapore 6 | 6 | 6 | 5|5 5|5 |5 |5 | 5[4] 4] a4]3]3] 2]z
Japan 6 6 5 5 5 5 H 5 5 4 4 4 4 3 3 3 3
New Zealand| 1 1 1 I I 1 1 1 1 1|1 1 1|1 1 1 1
Australia 1 1 ! | | 1 1 1 l 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
WHO 7 — & ~— 2 J 0 e
#2 HRERS
Communicable Diseases - Tuberculosis (a5 u?]?_Mm'ch 2008) - Estimated TB - Estimated TB incidence -» TH incidence, all forms (per 100 000 population per year - Total
-"-(Periodici ty: Year, Applied Time Period; from 1990 to 2006)
1990 | 1991 | 1092 | 1993 | 1994 | 1995 | 1996 | 1997 | 1998 | 1999 | 2000 | 2001 | 2002 | 2008 | 2004 | 2005 | 2006
South Africa a7 | 332 460 | 406 | 479 576 | 683 780 | 852 898 925 40
Cambodia b86 | 580 | 574 | 569 | 563 | 557 | 552 | 546 | 541 | 536 | 530 | 525 | 520 | 515 | 510 [ 505 | 500
Philippines 337 | 333 | 330 | 327 | 324 | 320 | 317 | 314 | 311 | 308 | 305 | 302 | 299 | 296 | 293 | 290 | 287
Indonesia J11 | 304 | 297 | 200 | 283 | 276 | ZV0 | 263 | 257 | 251 | 245 | 239 | 234
Viet Nam 202 | 200 | 198 .. 197 193 | 193 | 191 189 187 [ 185 | 183 | 182 | 180 | 178 | 176 174 | 173
India 168 | 168 | 168 | 168 | 168 | 168 | 168 | 168 | 168 | 168 | 168 | 168 | 168 | 168 | 168 | 168 | 168
Thailand 142 | 142 | 142 | 142 | 142 | 142 | 142 | 142 | 142 | 142 | 142 | 142 | 142 | 142 | 142 | 142 | 142
Malaysia 119 | 118 117 116 115 114 113 112 111 110 | 109 LOR | 107 106 | 105 | 104 103
China 116 115 114 113 112 111 110 104 108 106 105 104 I 1063 102 101 100 99
EE?:E““Of 165 | 145 | 129 | 112 | 106 | 98 | 93 | 87 | 8o | 71 | 7o | 74 | 83 | 80 | & | &5 | 88
Singapore 50 50 51 48 | 47 47 48 48 46 JI 43 37 35 a3 32 30 28 26
Japan 47 46 44 42 41 39 38 38 i1 a7 34 32 29 28 26 24 22
New Zealand| 10 10 @ 9 10 10 10 10 11 1t 11 9 10 10 9 Ei 9
Australia 7 v ! 7 7 7 7 7 6 6 6 6 6 6 6 6 [

Wb, A v F k422 5 1993 1997 199840043 4 Ry T
B L ClN20065F1523CTh H. 7 4 1328D & 19924F 1896
D290 HHE % AR T 2006 E1320& K o TWNVA, Tl =Y 7
12199040224 5 20064E 17 & Cakd L T B8, (/L g iE
[z 43 & A B oLl Dfggd Al & & K DEEd & Aol
TS, 77N HEROT, 7Y FRTEENOMS

WHO 7 — & ~— 2 % b Wi

LA LT B e LTk, HAZ 626 3T
HLTHE (F1).

2, fEERR A2

TGS (R ADILOTIA) 7 7 U 7 19955 LIk, 4
F i 71994 LI D & Ol I T B, M7 7
A Y1995 DAL 5 2006 MO F THEHT LTI B L, 7
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+£ 3 FHM & HIV,/AIDS Bl

7 A L O S A S L A A RE[R) oD A AR T 1990
6894 520064500, 7 4 U K ¥ 211990 ND337Hh 5
20064287 & Wb LTV B L 5 (o BB AR, {8 ] T
HHTLTOMPLTOD. B LM H AiE475 6522,
A=A FYTIETHE 6 ADWPTHS. F LA ¥
F2 1684 7SR TR b, & 4121420 [ L & 51217
FMEAT VD, TOLI BT —F =2 DO TIREE
A5, b=y 719D 51038 b izmd LT
Vo (el T P O B AR AR SR A R0 W A% I RE L] 1 4
M2 R TWBD, WHO (f L — 7 de ol A AT [ 2 4
LTng (B|2),

3. FEgAFT & HIV/AIDS ORIFERIZ DN T

WHO 2 £k DAL XN T B20065F0, + o filoFy
Fin CFIIER) SRLA (15m2 5 498) ¢ HIV/AIDS &
s OMS I E L, BT 7)) h ORI
5134 REAOD HIV/AIDS [B1E4188%TH Y, 7Y 7T
A K T O a2, YEREAS16%TH B,
H A R A i 82,60, [BAMERHUT00% LT Lk o Ty
%5 (&3).

V. BEO#EESE ET VT ORADEZRLIE

H AR ORSEN T 5 4%, L2 Tidh
IWREAEEN P A, B A2 AR~ 00 770 o A G felt LG s 4
OB E LT, @FrSeiReoke i Emehs,
BT e, LR ] oo P R el s o DR L 7 A
A RUEIER R L PURR G TE] O R e & k& < Wdc by, B
OUE S0, — TR T P FORMIE RZE T, T

Life expectancy at birth (vears) 2008 2006

both sexes males females HIV/AIDS (%)
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Review Article

Summary
National Tuberculosis Control Program of Asia Pacific Region and Historical
Consideration of Tuberculosis Epidemic of Today

International Union Against Tuberculosis & Lung Disease 1" Asia Pacific Region (JUATLD-APR) Conference
2007 was held in Kuala Lumpur from August 24 to 5" 2007. In the pre-congress workshop, reports on national tuber-
culesis comtrol programs were presented by 6 countries with a high TB burden {Cambedia, China, Indonesia,
Philippines, Thailand, Vietnam). Five countries with an intermediate TB burden (Hong Kong, Japan, Kores,
Malaysia, and Singapore) and une country with a low IB burden {Australia) presented the same themes.
Following the workshop, some very interesling papers were presented by India, South Africa, Cambodia and New
Zealand.

[ collected the historical statistics on tuberculosis from all of these countries (since 1990} using WHC WER
Database of Communicable Diseases, and compared these data with histortcal slatistics of tuberculesis in Japan
{Kekkakuloukeisouran). This comparison provided interesting results as shown below. Some discussions and
summaries are presented in this paper.

. WH( Database of Communicable Disease appears to have some problems in collectling raw data.

2. Compared with the history of tuberculosis control in Japan, Asian countries do not seem Lo be able to provide
successiul tuberculosis treatment according to the data from WHQ Database.

3 . The tuberculosis pandemic in South Africa is quite a serious public health problem.

4. Big differences in the tuberculosis epidemic conditions between Asian countries have an impact on Asian
Pacific international relations.

Key words : tuberculosis, Asian Pacific Region, South Africa, WHO, medical history

WATANARE Mikio
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“I have never in my lile seen anything like the magical
inlluence [of Truth| that subduce the mobbish spirit of the
day and turned the jibes and sneers of an excited crowd
inlo notes of respect and admiration”' (emphasis added),
writes the nineteenth-century feminist, Frances Dana Gage,
who presided at the 1851 Woman's Rights Convention at
Akron, Ohio, about the eflect of a speech given by
Sojourner Truth (c. 1797-1883). An attendant at a religious
meeting was also quoted in The Nationgl Anti-Slavery

Standard in 1863 as saying, “This unlearned African woman

s MBEGHE o D o e
*  School of Health Care and Nursing, Juntende University
(Nov. 28,2008 FF&S%E)

[Sojourner Truth], with her deep religious and trustful
nature burning in her soul like fire, has a magnetic power
“Book” 116

heroine in Narrative of Sojourner

over an audience perfectly astounding” (Truth,
47, emphasis added). The
Truth is thus an illiterate ex-slave woman who has such a
magical and magnetic power on the podium that she
changes audiences’ hoos and hisses into roars of applause
and laughter,

Even today more than two centuries after her birth —
the “legend” of Sojourner Truth is alive in the minds of
scholars as well as people in general, Nell Irvin Painler, a
s in 1994 that
“Sojourner Truth has become American material culture's
female cquivalent of Malcolm X (273): “Truth’s T-shirts,

historian and Truth's biographer, writes
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lapel buttons, and postcards” are consumed by voung
Americans who only know the simplified history of ‘Truth
(277). Biographies of Sojourner Truth have been published
by scholars of black women's studies and feminist eritica
singe the mid-1990s aller the recvaluation of Truth®.
Carleton Mabee, one of Truth’s biographers, also stutes
that “[s|he became in her time and ours an inspiration Lo
women, to blacks, to the poor, and to the religious” (ix).
What is imprinted on our mind is “a heroic Truth who
never tires, never doubts, achieves in the most discourag-
ing of circumstances” (Painter 277). The history of
Sojourner Truth is inspiring to anyone whe is interested in
racism and sexism as well as social reforms.

Throughout the nineteenth-century, there were several
African American women evangelisls and activisis in the
North, like Sojourner Truth; they include Rebecca Jackson,
Maria Stewart, Jarena Lee, Nancy Prince, Mary Ann Shadd
Cary, Frances Ellen Watkins [Tarper, Harriet E. Wilson,
Sarah Parker Remond, Rebeeca Cox Jackson, Julia Foote -
Living in the North, they could witiess and experience
reform movements, because many of active reformers lived
“north of the Mason-Dixon line” (Walters 17). Inspired by
the religious revivalism of the 1820s as well as the white
abolitionist movement, lhese women started to preach, lec-
ture, and vven write on various issues, which, they believed,
would lead Lo elevaling the race and achieving racial uplift
(Peterson 3). Truth was only one of those traveling evangel-
isls and preachers who were motivated to be “doers of the
word, not hearers only” (Truth, "Book” 250). Then, how
did the fame and influence of Lthis once-enslaved illiterate
African American woman oullive that of other black women,
some of whom were highly educated and intelligent enough
1o refute their white counterparts? What made it possible
for her name and place in American history to be remem-
bered and respected even today?

Although she was fighting for many unpopular or contro-
versial causes, such as the abolition of slavery, women’s
rights, temperance, and racial eguality, Truth did not make
many enemies. Addressing her audience, white and black,
as “chirlern,” Truth embodied a “mother” fimire who could
mediate different groups of people: men and women; the
white and the black; one group of reformers and anather,
and even people and God. People were persuaded by this
compelling speaker's simple words. At first, Truth was only

Aol L REE R A A T SEOE
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famous among abolilionists and feminists but then gained
national recognilion in April, 1863, when an arlicle,
“Sojourner ‘Truth, the Libyan Sibyl,”* by Harriet Beecher
Stowe, was published in Atlantic Monthlv. According to the
author of Uncle Tom's Cabin, Truth had the power “fo
move and bear down a whole audience by a few simple
words” (18R). ‘I'ruth thus attracted an aucience with her
slrong accent, melted people’s hatred and anger with her
wil, and united people who were fighting for various causes.

This study examines how Sojourner Truth rediated dif:
ferent groups of people. Her strong points, eloquence,
wit/humor and the inclusion of religious teaching in her
lectures, will be discussed in this paper, because these fea-
tures have made her speeches timeless and made ‘I'ruth a

greal orator,

L Truth’s Nliteracy and Lloquence

I'rederick Douglass, Truth's fellow orator and statesman
in the nineteenth century, asserts in the Narralive of the
Lite of Frederick Douglass that literacy is not only the
secret of “the white man’s power to enslave the hlack man”
but also “the pathway from slavery Lo freedom” (32). Slave
masters were afraid to teach slaves to read and write
because, if given literacy, they would become arrogant and
disobedient to slave owners. Moreover, if they became liter-
ate, they would gain a “voice” to denounce slavery and
slave masters by, for example, writing about their experi-
ence as slaves. Therefore, giving slaves education was pro-
hibited by law it many states in the South during the period
of slavery.

In her article, “Figurations for a New Amcrican Literary
History: Archaeology, ldeology, and Afro-American
Discourse,” Houston A. Baker, Jr. compares Douglags’'s
process of acquiring literacy to the Fall of Man. The
“Edenic calm” in a stave master's household is disrupted
when mistress, Sophia Auld (Eve) starts to leach a slave to
read and write (42-43). Baker suggesis Douglass the slave
IS In some ways similar to the serpent in that he induces
Sophia {(Eve) to give him “the Tree of Knowledge.”
However, il is, in fact, Mr. Auld (who says “the Trec of
Knowledge must be denied the slave at all cost”) who (s
“more akin to the legendary serpent” because he is the per-
son who ironically tells Sophia (Eve) the importance of the

“Tree of Knowledge,” which is consequently responsible
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for destroying the Edenic peace (42-43; emphasis in origi-
nal), Thus, literacy gives Douglass “a new and special reve-
lation” (Douglass 31), and he becomes the reader, and then
the writer, expressing his own views about slavery and soci-
cty.

If literacy works the same as the Tree of Knowledge [or
{ex=)slaves, Trulh rermains a faithful servant in the Edenic
world, which ig under the protection of God. Unlike
Douglass, for Truth, literacy does not necessarily mean
freedom or intelligence. Douglass was a runaway slave from
the South (Maryland), and Truth was a slave in the North
(New York), many of whose states were ready to abolish
slavery by pradual steps, Isabells, 4 slave from New York
State, was to be legally freed on July 4, 1827°% and slaves
were encouraged to learn letters by the state government.
Literacy, a weapon to battle against the whites, made it pos-
sible for Douglass to be an orator in the antislavery move-
ment, but, conversely, it s illiteracy thal gave Truth “a new
and special revelation,” which consequently made her an
clogquent orator,

Truth’s inability to read and write was commaon among
nineteenth-century slaves®, and her illiteracy is also attrib-
uted to her experience in bondage. Truth's first language
was Dutch, and it remained her only language until she was
nine. She was born and named “Isabella” in about 1797 in
Hurley, New York. Since her parents, James and Elizabeth,
were slaves of the Colonel Johannis Hardenbergh (referred
to as “Ardinburgh” in the Narrative) who belonged 1o Lthe
class called “Low Dutch,” Truth did not understand any lan-
guage other than Dutch until she was sold to another slave
master, English-speaking John Nealy (or Neely), at the age
of nine (26). Truth confesses that her lack of language abili-
ty enraged her new master (and mistress), who turned out
to be the cruelest master that she had had in her whole life.
“Now the war begun” (26; emphasis in original) says Truth.
Nealy punished the nine-year-old slave girl who did not
understand 1heir commands by whipping her “till the flesh
was deeply lacerated, and the blood streamed from her
wounds” (26). It is possible that this traumatic experience
related to the language worked as a disincentive for her to
learn how to read and write English properly. In any case,
throughout her lite, Truth “lost neither the accent nor the
earthy imagery of the Duteh language that made her

IEnglish 80 remarkable” (Painter 7).
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Mabee points out another possible cause of Truth’s illit-
eracy: Truth might have had a learning disability (61-63).
Truth declares that there were no opporiunities for her Lo
lcarn to read and write, but Mabee doubts that, because
“educating slaves in New York State was never prohibited”
{10). Moreover, Truth would have been given opportunities
1o learn how 1o read and write, if she had desired to do so,
because she was surrounded by educated reformers, edi-
tors, and even school teachers while traveling as an itiner-
ant preacher in the 18508 (Mabee 61-63). One pastor's com-
ment in 1879 proves her difficulty in learning letters: Truth
confessed “[the letters all got mixed up and [she] couldn't
straighten them out” (Mabee 62-63}. In 1880 she also tried
Lo sign her name “Sojowrner™ in capital letters but ended in
(ajling Lo wrile recognizable letlers (Mabee 63). For these
reasons it secems reasonable Lo conclude that her probable
learning disability may have been another reason for her
lifetime iliteracy.

In Truth’s case, illiteracy, not literacy, worked favorably
in her later freed life as a preacher and orator. As a leclurer,
Truth was sensible, elequent, and suggestive, [ agree with
Erlene Stetson's view that “clearly it is Truth’s experience
of illiteracy that functions as an authorizing stralegy in her
stories about her life and that forms the bridge between her
lived experience and the development of her mature politi-
cal thought” {3; emphasis added). Unlike other black ora-
tors and authors of slave narratives, Truth was a Northern
slave, bul she had the same experience as Southern slaves
did. In facl, her illiteracy was something that proved her
authenticity as a victim of the “peculiar instilution.”
Moreover, according to Stetson, when having others read
for her, Miterate Truth developed the analytical skill to dis-
tinguish the written words from the truth she learned in her
lived experience (5). Truth thus found the truth about life
and acquired wisdom without education.

Truth's saying about her illiteracy, “I don't read such
small stuff as letters, I read men and nations” (Stanton 926),
suggests her confidence in her own perception of others.
Truth was even proud of her illiteracy: “What a narrow idea
a reading qualification is for a voter . . . . I know and do
whal is right better than any big men who read”(Stanton
926). Her being illiterate trained her to be a great improvi-
sational speaker, because illiterate Truth had to face an

audience without scripts or drafts of speeches, and, instant-
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ly, in the midst of a speech, discern what they wanted Lo
hear and what should be said. Truth the speaker read “men
and nations,” instead of lefters, and Jcarned what she could
do for her cause.

Her improvisationa! skills and eloguence are shown in
her famous Akron speech, which has made Truth immortal
in history. Tt is also remembered as the one with her repeat-
ed questions: “A'n't T a woman?™ (or “Ain’t [ a woman?™")?,
According to Gage, who presided at the convention in 1851,
Truth spoke as follows:

Wall, chilern, what dar is so much racket dar must
be somethin' out o’ Kilter, . ., Dat man ober dar say
dal womin needs Lo be helped into carriages, and
lifted ober ditches, and to hab de best place every-
whar. Nobody eber helps me into carriages, or ober
mud-puddles, or gibs me any best placel . . . And
a'n't [ a woman? Look at me! Look at my arml T
have ploughed, and planted, and gathered into
barns, and no man ¢ould head me! And a'n't1a
woman? [ could work as much as and eat as much
as a man—when 1 could gel it—and bear de lash as
welll And a'n"1 1 a woman? (sic; Gage 104; emphiasis
added)
Being a colored woman among a white audicnce, Truth was
not welcome as a speaker, since many of the audience did
not want to mix up the two issues, women’s rights and the
abolition of slavery, in their discussion. However, facing a
heckler's prejudices against (white) women, I'ruth, who
was a viclim of both issues, instantly learned of the necessi-
Ly of rebulting his contention and proving how closely they
were related, Truth, leaving the pulpit, was greeted by
“llong-continued cheering” (Gage 106) by the audience,
which demonstrates that they were totally persuaded by
Truth’s point. that women's rights should be discussed by
and for all women, not just white women. 1f. is also worlh
noting that Truth relied only on her memory when giving a
speech. With her constant assessment of the situation and
the audience, her live-show speceh excited the audience.
During the above speech, she roefuted each heckler, one by
one, Truth remembered who had said what and what need-
ed 10 be said to whom in the situation she faced. In other
words, without heckling, Truth might not have given this
famous speech. Truth was trained to be an eloguent, perti-

nacious ovator through experience.
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Truth’s lack of knowledge of letters made her more con-
scious ol others’ real intentions and rhetoric. Painter intro-
duces a nineteenth-century feminist’s (Elizabeth Lukins’)
impression of Truth: Truth's hearl is “as solt and loving as
a child’s,” and her “cye will see your hearl and apprehend
your motives, almost like God's™ (Painter 146-47). Indeed,
Truth finds the fruti and lies in other people’s motives.

Truth's simple logic also comes from her experience of
illiteracy, It is easy for us to understand her arguments
hecause she orally learmed aboul and then orally conveyed
what she thought should be reformed in sociely. She s
frank and straightforward, and her points based on natural
rights are clear. For example, she gave a speech on
women’s rights in 1867, which was reported in a newspaper:

1 used to work in the field and bind grain, keeping
up with the cradler; but [men) never doing no
more, got twice as much pay; so with the German
women. They work in the field and do as much
work, but do not pet the pay. We do as much, we
eat as much, we want as much. 1 suppose | am
about the only colored woman that goes about to
speale for the rights of the colored woman. | want to
keep the thing stirring, now that the ice is broke.
What we want is a little money. You men know that
you pet as much again as women when you write,
or for what you do. . . . Now ¢olored men have right
to vote, and what T wart 15 to have colored wornen
have the right to vote. There ought to be equal
rights now then ever, since colored people have got
their freedom. (New York Tribune 10 May 1867: 8.
Fitch 123-24}
What Truth says in the quolation is simple and sounds rea-
sonable to us today: the same amount of work is worth the
same wages regardless of the worker's race or gender, and
women deserve the same rights men who have the right to
vote. She unifies (wo causes, the issues of gender and race,
The reporter concludes the article: “The address of
Sojeurner Truth was one of the most pointed, clear, chis-
eled arguments we have ever heard in favor of ‘[e]qualily,
withoul regard to race or sex™ (124). Truth's vernacular
way of speaking and her clear-cut logic are appealing to
reform-minded middle-class white men and wonmen,
Truth is thus a great improvisational orator who can

make use of her lived experience whenvver she wishes, She
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simply tells the truth that makes sense to all, Familiar with
the nation’s controversies, Truth knows what rhetoric
seems effective when she speaks as a representative of her
sex and race. Truth’s improvisational oratorical skills and
her outspokenness impressed many people, and her illitera-
cy contributes to her eloquence and articulation when

speaking [or her cause, whatever it was.

L. Truth's Wit, Humor, and Singing

Truth’s speeches sparkled with wit, humor and ironies,
as well as wisdom. The following article shows how cager
an audience was to listen to the old six-feet-tall ex-slave
woman at the State Sabbath Schocel Convention in 1863:

Seeing the dilemma of the moderator and speaker,
Rev. T, W, Jones arose, and addressing the modera-
tor, said that the speaker was “Sojourner Truth.”
This was enough: five hundred persons were
instantly on their feet, prepared to give the most
carnest and respectful attention Lo her who was
once but a slave. Had Henry Ward Beecher®, or any
other such renowned man's name been mentioned,
it 18 doubtful whether it would have produced the
electrical effect on the audience that her name did.
(National Anti-Slavery Standard, 11 July 1863: 4;
Fitch 119)
It is true that Truth was already a celebrity, because il was
three months after Stowe’s article had been released, bul
“the electrical effect” Trulh had produced explaing some-
thing more: the audience expected a stirring and exciting
speech given by Truth. They think, at least, that ‘I'ruth the
spealker is worth listing to, and what makes her speech dif-
lerent from others’ is her use of wit. It is her strategy (o
“keep her audience involved” (Fitch 34), and Lo have people
share her views and opinions,

Truth ¢could silence hecklers by outwitling them, and she
would "rebuke those who challenge her causes” (Fitch 34)
with humor {rom the pulpit. For example, in the Akron
speech, she asks: *“Whar did your Christ come from? From
God and a woman. Man had not’ing to do with him. . .. [I){
de fust woman God ever made was strong enought to turn
de world upside down all her one lone, all dese togeder, . ..
vughl to be able to turn it back, and get it right side up
again, and now dey is asking to, de men betler lel 'em™ (sic
Fitch 104). Making fun of men's objections against
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women's suffrage, Truth declares that men and women are
equal to God, and that men should respect women’s roles,
including childbearing. She thug efleclively used humor lo
contradict her opponents without making them too hostile
to her.:

Another episode, introduced in the Narrative, proves how
quick-witted Truth was, it is, in fact, one of the most often
guoted examples of Truth’s humor. When she was planning
to send a Thanksgiving dinner for colored soldiers
encamped in Detroit during the war, she met a gentleman
and invited him {o donale for the entertainment. e not
only refused to do so, but also made some severe remarks
about the war, the nigger, etc. Much surprised, Truth asked
who he was. The answer given was, “1 am the only son of
my mother.” ] am giad there are no more,” said Truth, and
passed on (173). Truth thus outwitted her opponent.

Truth was by nature a happy person who liked to enter-
Lain people around her. Stowe recollects days when she
spent time with Truth: “Sojourner staid several days with
us, a welcome guest. Her conversation was so strong, sim-
ple, shrewd, and with such a droll flavoring of humor, that
the Professor [another guest in the house] was wont (o say
of an evening, ‘Come, 1 am dull, can’t you get Sojourner up
here to talk a little? (165) Truth’s art of narralion was
highly praised by whomever she met or she spoke to.
Stowe and her guests were really enjoying their conversa-
tion with Truth,

Truth's singing was also remarkabie. Truth often sang
with her “deep” but “sweet and powerful” voice in her lec-
tures, According to Olive Gilbert, the writer of Narrative of
Sojourner Truth, one friend of Truth's in Springficld speaks
as follows: “She [Truth] continued a great favorite in our
meelings, both on her remarkable gift in payers, and still
more remarkable talent for singing” (114). Singing was defi»
nilely another strategy of ‘[ruth to keep her audience
“involved” in her talking.

One time, Truth's singing even calmed a violent mob and
changed them into an earnest audience. When Truth first
met “a party of wild young men” among the audience at an
1843 Millerite" camp meeting, she “found herself quaking
with fear,” because they “collected their friends, o the
number of 4 hundred or more, dispersed themselves
through the grounds, making the most frightful noises, and

threatening to fire the tents” (115-16). At first, she won-



16 TPHE AT A L RIE R A

dered whether she should run away and hide herself from
them, but then she suddenly remembered that she was “a
servant of the living God™ and thought “the Lord shall go
with and protect me” (116). Then she started Lo sing the
hymn on the resurrection of Christ, which made the mob
calm down. Encircling Truth, they entreated Truth to sing
one more hymn, and Truth called out to them, *[I]f I will
sing one more hymn for you, will you then go away, and
leave us this night in peace?” (118) They agreed and finally
left the meeting quietly. Truth sang a hymn, Lo borrow
Stowe's words, “with alt her soul and might™ (159) and
“with a triumphant energy that held the whole circle
around her intently listening™ (161} her singing had
such a dramatic effect on peuple,

Truth sang songs which she composed herself as well as
ones she had learned from others (Mabee 221, Fitch 58).
Truth had a good memory for songs. She remembered anc
sang the hymn which she heard at a religious meeting she
first attended in 1817, and frequently sang it in her own
meetings all her life (Truth, “Mermorial” 227). Among four-
teen songs which Truth sang in her speeches, one of her
original songs, “I Am Pleading for My People,” is quoted
most. Truth often used the music of famous songs with her
own original song lyrics, for example, using the ture of
Stephen C. Foster's “Oh, Susanna,” in her song called, “['m
on My Way to Canada,” and words from “John Brown's
Body™ in “We Are the Valiant Soldiers” (Mabcee 228). Truth
was gilted in singing as well as making songs.

Mabee declares that these songs sounded similar to slave
songs or spirituals in the South (230). Growing up as a
slave, Truth had unconsciously adopted (he oral (radition
African Americans had preserved as their cultural heritage
from Africa. Paul Gilroy explains in Black Atlantic that
music became vital as a form of individual autonomy for
slaves whoe were denicd access to literacy as well as other
cultural opportunities (74). Singing was important for illiter-
ate Truth because it provided her wilh a cullural form to
express her own thoughts and values as an aulonomous
individual. Singing must have healed herself as well as an
audience.

Then, what made Truth an entertainer with a sense of
humor and the talent for singing? [ suggest it was due 0
the necessity of her traveling. She was a “sojourner” all her

life. Truth kept going on her speaking campaigns even
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when she was in her seventies. After starting her pilgrim-
age in 1843, she had to look for places to stay while travel-
ing as a preacher. Gilbert writes in the Narrative,
“Whenever night overlook her, there she sought for lodg-
ings—Iree, il she might—if not, she paid; at a tavern, if she
chanced to be at one—if not, at a private dwelling; with the
rich, if they would receive her—if not, with the poor” (101).
It is possible that Truth liked to be a welcomed guest in her
white friends’ houses and that she rewarded their cordiality
with stories, humor, and singing.

When thinking of her sense of humeor, we alse have (o
focus on her financial problems. She had to be “popular” (o
sell her Narrative and earn money Lo pay back the debl on
her house, and then sustain herself and her family. Truth
had been badly off her whole life, and all three of her
daughters “worked as domestic servants and died poor™
(Painter 253). In her Jate sixties, Truth, heing il for weeks
and financially in trouble, was saved by people’s donations,
and she thanked the donors, lisling their names, in Anti-
Slavery Standard (Truth, “Book™ 144-46). IL 1s also known
that Truth never took moncy for her work, “saying she
worked for the Lord” (114). Her only means of earning
money was to sell her Narrative, 25 cents a copy for a 128
page sofl-covered edition (Painter 111), and her carte-de-
visite to people afler she gave a speech. I sell the Shadow
1o Support the Substance” was the phrase she had printed
on her carte-de-visife, which she sold for about 33 cents for
cuch (3 1/4" x 2 1/4™) and a0 cents for a larger cabinet card
(Painter 198). To support herself (the Substance), she had
to sell as many books and cartes-de-visite (the Shadow) as
possible.

These [acts seem to explain how Truth became “a greal
favorite™ al meetings and conventions, and how ready she
always was to speak in public. Truth's speeches, utilizing
wit and singing as well as wisdom, were something differ-
ent from others’. Refusing money for her speeches, Truth
remained a faithful servant of God and kept spreading the

truth as a “truth-telling entertainer” (Painter 147).

1. Truth’s Religious [Faith
“Sojourner Truth™ was a name that separated herself
rom her past as a slave and was also the name given by
God. "Truth explains to Stowe how she got her new name:
My name was lsabella; but when I left the house of
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bondage [the Dumonts], 1 lelt everything behind. [
wa'n’l goin’ to keep nothin® of Egypt [i.e., her past
as 4 slave, as in Exodus] on me, an’ so [ went (o the
Lord an' asked him to give me a new name. And the
Lord gave me Sojourner, because [ was Lo travel up
an’ down the land, showin' the people their sins,
an' bein’ a sign unto them. Afterward 1 told the
Lord 1 wanted another name, 'cause everybody else
had two names; and the Lord game me Truth,
hecause [ was 1o declare the truth to the people.
(Stowe 164)
Truth was reborn as a servant of God, or “sibyl,” and stari-
ed preaching on June 1, 1843, Her mission al thatl time was
to be “a traveling evangelist,” speaking for God (Mabee
44): anti-slavery and women’s rights were not yet her caus-
es. It was at the Northampton Association of Education and
[ndustry * where Truth met “the most prominent of
American reformers” such as William Lloyd Garrison,
Douglass, Wendell Phillips, Sylvester Graham'', These abo-
litienists and social reformers instilied Truth with & hatred
for slavery, and later a love for feminism (Painter 88-95).

Even after Truth started Lo prolest against slavery, sex-
ism, and racism, she remained a “sibyl.” Her belief is well-
expressed in her speeches. Whatever the theme of a speech
was, she would include episodes of Biblical characters, if
she thought it appropriate. For example, in one speech, she
mentioned Shadrach, Mashach, and Abednego from the
Boaok of Daniel, and, in another, Lazarus, Mary, and Martha
from the Book of Luke. Because of her faith in God, her
speeches sounded like a preacher’s sermons, not like a
reformer’s or an activist’s protest.

Truth’s first encounter with God/Jesus is worth mention-
ing. When she was asked by Dr. Beecher whal she
preached (rom, Truth answered, “When I preaches, 1 has
jest one text to preach from, an' | always preaches from this
one. My text is, ‘WHEN I FOUND JESUSI™ (sic; Stowe
154), According to Truth, God appeared Himself when Mr,
Dumont, her last slave master ', came to Mr. Wan
Wagener's Lo take his runaway slave, lsabella, back 1o his
house. She heard the voice of God saying “[Dumont] was
all over” (65). Then she feels somebody stands between
God and hersell, and suddenly she notices that “it is Jesus!”
(67) Until then, she had faithfully devoted herself 1o her
master, and "looked upen her master as a God” (33; ermpha-
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sis in original), but Truth then realized that “there was no
place, not even in hell, where God was not” (65).
God/Jesus, revealing Himself, prevented her from going
back to her formoer life as a slave, Truth’s God was her pro-
tector who changed her later life,

Being a “sibyl,” Truth seems quite friendly to her God.
Asg a child, Isabella was taught by her mother, Mau-mau
Bett, that God would hear, see, and protecl her up in the
gy, so she used to look up al the sky and shout so loud to
God that He could hear her when she was in trouble. Later
she spoke louder to God, “relat|ing| to God, in minute
detail, all her troubles and sufferings,” and inquired, “Do
you think that's right, God?” (60-61). One time in a moment
of trial, Isabella the mother, in trying to save her son Peler®
who had been illegally sold to a Southern planler, even
threatened God, shouting, “Oh, God, you know 1 have no
money, but you can make the people do for me, and you
must make the people do for me, I will never give you peace
till you do, God” (70). Surprisingly, here, she almost
ordered and threatened God to help her. When she learned
of the death of Elza, a daughter of Mrs. Gedney who had
ridiculed Isabella’s atternpt t0 get her son back, Isabella
“ejaculated, in her anguish of ming, ‘Oh, Lord, render unto
them [her tormentors] double! . . . Oh, my God! [T}hat's
too much—] did not mean quite so much, God!"” (58).
Truth seems to have been very frank and fricndly to her
God. God is, for her, a protector, and even like a close
friend.

Truth often mentioned characters or episodes from the
Bible. Then, why was the illiterate Truth so familiar with
what is writlen in the Scriptures? It was because she
learned the Bible by hearing the text read by others, and
shie preferred o hear it read by children, especially those
who had just learned how to read, to hearing it read by
adults. In her Narrative, Truth revealed thal while adults
would give her their explanations and interpretations when-
ever she asked them lo re-read a passage, “[clhildren, as
soon as they could read distinctly, would re-read the same
sentence to her, as often as she wished, and withoul com-
ment” (1089). So Truth not only remembered the texls as
written, but also “compared the leachings of the Bible with
the witness within her (109), trying to apply what was writ-
ten in the Scriptures to incidents and experiences she had

had so far in her own life, and, then, the other way around.
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Scrutinizing each passage, Truth mastered the whole Bible,
which became her primary source in her speeches.

Truth’s quotes from the Bible in her speeches impressed
well-educated people, both white and black, In her 1853
speech, lor example, which was given al a women’s righls
convention in New York, she refered to the Book of Esther
in order to criticize the povernment's reluctance to enfran-
chise womern:

There was a king in old times in the Scripiters that
said he'd give away half of his kingdom, and hang
some body as Haman, Now, he was more liberaler
than the present King [President] of the United
States, ‘cause he wouldn't do that for the women.
But we don't want him to Kill the men, nor we don’t
want half of his kingdom; we only want half of our
rights, and we don't get them neither. But we will
have them, see’f we don't, and you can't stop us,
neither; see’f we can!” {sic; New York Daily Times
8 Sepl. 1853, Fitch 114)
Painter points out thal “Truth’s metaphor works on wo lev-
els™ Esther represents women as a whole as well as the
Jews, or the oppressed race, like African Americans in
American society (135-36). The audicnce would instantly
realize the double meaning of the story of Esther: Haman's
plot to slaughter his enemies is compared to the white's
oppression of the black and men’s oppression of women,
and Esther's wish to reverse Haman’s order, fo civil rights
and women's rights. Thus ‘ruth miraculously changes
even “hisses, groang, and undignified ejaculations” of the
audience into great applause. [ler familiarity with the
Scriptures proves her “authenticity” as a Christian, which
supports the validity of her views. Painter explains that
these references from the Scriptures were elfeclive because
people of Truth’s generalion “so often reread their Bibles
that they knew them practically by heart” (135).

Another example of Truth's piety is shown in her ques-
tion directed to Frederick Douglass (s God dead?”) in the
1852 meeting held in Ohio. Stowe infroduced an anecdote
related by Wendel] Phillips:

[As one of the chief speakers,] Douglas hagd been
describing the wrongs of the black race, and as he
proceeded, he grew more and meore excited, and
finally ended by saying that they had no hope of jus-
tice from the whites, no possible hope except in

VY= b =2

their own right arms. It must come Lo blood; they
must fight for themselves and redeem themselves,
or it would never be done, Sojourner was sitting, tall
and dark, on the very front seat, facing the platiorm,
and in the hush of deep [eeling, after Douglass sat
down, she spoke out in her deep, pecultar voice,
heard all over the house, “Frederick, is God dead?
The effect was perfectly electrical, and thrilled
through the whole house, changing as by a flash
the whole feeling of the audience. Not another word
she said or nerded to say; it was enough, (Stowe
168; emphasis in original)
What is important in this quotalion is that Truth rejecls vio-
lence in the name of God to end glavery. Her word is
derived from her deep faith in God. Truth warns people that
using violence and shedding blood are not the best solution
to the nation’s problem, no matter how evil their enemies
seem to be. Consequently, of course, they failed Lo avoid
thie Civil War, and resorted to violence as Douglass desired
in 1852, but this comment of Truth's shows how unique
Truth was among aclivists and reformers in the mid-nine-
teenth century. Phillips {and Stowe) emphasized the power
of Truth's simple words stemmed from her faith, a power
that could silence a whole audience with one question.
Truth was thus not only an orator but also a “sibyl." Her
words are supported by episodes in the Scriptures, and
through referring to God, she guides people to the truth.
Truth is the racial Other to a while audience, abolitionists
and feminists, but her words are familiar to them since she
uses the same language as other Christians do. The woman
who speaks the simple truth about God and life is thus
accepted by people regardless of race and gender. Truth's

faith is something that unites different groups of people.

Conclusion

Truth was the favorite of her friends, many of whom were
the créme de la créme, or the cultural elite of the “tumul-
tuous” mid-nineteenth centary—*"reform-minded clergy-
men, lawyers, judges, and their wives” who would always
welcome Truth as a house guest (Painter 181). Truth even
met three presidents — Abraham Lincoln in 1864, Andrew
Johnson in 1865, and Ulysses 8. Grant in 1870 (McKissack
144-45; 155) — and "L'ruth even had Linceln sign his name
in her “Book of Lile,” thal is, “a combinalion scrapbook and
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autograph book™ (McKissack 146), when she visiled
President Lincoln, accompanied by her white companion
Lucy Colman on Qctober 29, 1864. Truth could make
appointments with the presidents because she had many
supporters, bolh while and black, who made it possible.
Her “Book of Life” is filled with prominent pcople’s auto-
graphs, such as those of Garrison, Phillips, Douglass,
Stowe, Parkoer Pillsbury, Lydia Maria Child, Elizabeth Cady
Stanton, Susan B. Anthony, Lucretia Mott, Lucy Stone, Amy
Post, and senators from Alabama, lllinois, Michigan,
Kansus, and other states.

In spite of her illiteracy, since she was sarrounded with
willing amanuenses and even biographers, especially
among middle-class white women, Truth successfully had
her messages delivered to later generations, Her white
friend, Gilbert, spent three ycars on Truth’s hiography,
Narrative of Sojourner Truth, the sale of whose copies con-
tinuously provided Truth with living expenses. Slowe also
published “Sojourner Truth, a Libyan Sibyl" in 1863.
Frances Titus, Truth's Ballle Creek [Aend, added the Book
of Lifein 1875, and then the Memorial Chapter to Narrative
in 1883, upon Truth's death, They all give us vivid descrip-
tions of Truth’s life and career as a preacher and orator in
various reform movements.

Truth’s illiteracy, however, poses & proble in regard Lo
the accuracy of reports of her stalernents, All the texts of
her speeches and commenls were recorded by other
people’s hands. Although some of her letters were dictated
word by word, almost all articles, reports, and reminis-
cences were based on others' memories and impressions of
Truth. For example, Truth's remarks, such as “Arn’t I a
woman?' and “Is God dead, Frederick? had different (or
original) versions * Painter declares that “Sojowrner Truth
laeiongs to a company of ‘invented greats™ like Joan of Arc
in France and Betsy Ross™ in the United States (285-86).
There were also unfavorable comments on Truth in her
time: some critics considered Truth to he “a crazy, igno-
rant, repelling negress” (Truth, *“Boolc™ 204) and ‘“scatter-
ing’ in her remark” (Truth “Bool” 231). If someone hostile
to her, for exanple, a famous Southern writer, instead of
Stowe, had taken up their pen to describe Truth, only
emphasizing her faults, she would have been recorded and
remembered differently in history. Without any document
written by ‘Iruth herself, nobody knows exactly what Truth
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thought and spoke in the nineteenth-century America.

Moreover, although the accomplishments of Truth the ora-
tor have been much publicized by her white friends and
passed down (0 laler generations in wrilten texts, Truth the
person stll puzzles us. For example, she rarely spoke about
her family, Why did she efface her family from her public
seli? And why did Truth, whe was so wise and sensible, so
easily get involved in the incident of the Matthias Kingdom '*?
Nevertheless, in spite of the many mysteries about her per-
sonal life, Truth was always honest as well as appealing to
her {riends. In the Narrative, Gilber( writes, “There are
some hard things that ¢rossed [sabella’s life while in slav-
ery, that she has no desire to publish, for various reasons™
(81). Truth deliberately remained silent about some inci-
dents in her life, and the third person's narrative made it
easier for Truth to keep things unspoken.

Truth was illiterate, but she had an incredible influence
on the while reformers. The while woman suflragistls
Elizabeth Cady Stanton and Susau I3, Anthony included
Sojourner’s speeches, but they did not those of an educated
and “graceful” black woman, Frances Ellen Watkins
Harper, in their commemorative History of Woman
Suffrage (Painter 225), Unlike Truth, whom they favored,
Harper was too educated and too aggressive against white
women. Painter quotes Harper as saying, “[1}f there is any
class of people who need to be lifted out of their airy noth-
ings and selfishness, it is the white women of America”
(Harper 219). Here, Harper clearly denigrated the idea of
any cooperation between the white and the black in resolv-
ing the problem of women’s suffrage, While Truth demand-
ed the rights of all women, Harper tried 1o uplift only black
women, nol all women, and also publicly denounced the
sell-centeredness of white women. Contrary to Harper,
Truth, the defender of all women’s rights, was always a wel-
comed speaker in any mecting and convention.

In conclusion, Truth was not an enemy of the while peo-
ple, like other ex-slave orators or authors ol slave narra-
tives. Even il the theme in her lectures was antislavery, she
was spreading the gospel, instead of censure. The New
York Tribune reports Truth’s comments on September 16,
1853; "After speaking of the condition of the colored race,
she spoke of the white people, and their holding human
beings in bondage, and asked how it would bhe with them

when summened before the bar of judgment to answer for
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their deeds upon earth” (Fitch 153}. Truth asked the white
people whether they had a clear conscience belore God in
terms of slavery and urged them to make a decision them-
selves.

Truth was a determined reformer and orator who under-
stood her role as a black woman in an Age of Reform. Truth
elicited laughter and tcars from audiences of any color, and
even reminded them of their beliet in God. | believe that it
is her religious faith as well as her lived experience that
bridged the gap hetween herself and people of different
classes, races, and gender. Her saying, “Is God Dead?”,
which is engraved on her tombstone, symbolizes her life as
a “sibyl.” Truth thus united and mecdiated different groups,
transcending the boundaries of race and gender by means

of her eloquence, humor, and faith in God.

Notes

1. Sojourner Truth, “Book of Life,” Narrative of Sojourncr

Truth : A Bondswoman of Olden Time, With a [istory
of Her Labors and Correspondence Dr&Mr from Her
“Book of Life" (1850; New Yorl: Oxford UP, 1991)
135, emphasis added. All further veferences from the
text are given parenthetically, Carleton Mabee, a biog-
rapher and historian, doubls aboul the reliability of
Gage's account on Truth at the convention, insisting
that Gage the poet might have dramatized the effect of
Truth's speech in her report (78-79).

2. The reprint version of fourncy Toward Freedom: The
Story of Sojourner Truth (originally released in 1967)
is printed in 1990. Sojourner Truth: Slave, Prophet,
Legend, by Carleton Mabee and Susan Mabee
Newhouse, is published in 1993; Glorving in
Tribulation: The Lifework of Sojourner Truth, by
Trlene Stetson and Linda David, in 1994; Nelt Ivin
Painter's Sojeurner Truth: A Life, a Symbol, in 1996:
Suzanne Pullon Fitch and Roseann M. Mandziuk's

Sojourner Truth as Orator: Wit, Story, and Song, in

1997, Other Truth’s biographies include Sojourner

Truth: God’s Faithful Pilgrirm (1938) written by Arthur
Fauset and Her Name Was Sojourner Truth (1962) by
Hertha Paul.

3. For details, see Doers of the Words: African-American
Women Speakers and Writers jn the North (1830-1830)

6.

10.

Yy P b =2

by written Carla Peterson.

. Stowe’s article in 1863 had many factual errors. For

example, she wrote that Truth was born an African, but
she had never been to Africa all her life; Truth was
reported to have heen dead in the article, but she was

atill alive then.

. Although the legal emancipation of Isabella was sched-

uled on July 4, 1827, she walked out of Dumont’s plan-
tation in November or December, 1826, when she was
offended because Dumont violated his promise of
emancipating her a year earlier than the date (Painter
21-25).

There is no official record of slaves’ literacy before the
Ermancipation, but some historians estimated thal the
literacy rale of slaves was below two percent. Sce

[ranklin 155-56 for details.

. Truth’s biographers and historians, including Painter,

Mabee and Newhouse, Stetson, conclude that Truth
never used the phrase “Ar'n't (or A'n'l) I a woman?”
in her 1851 speech, The reason they do is thal there
are other recorded versions of this speech, one of
which is written by Marius Robinson, of Salem, Ohio,
editor of the Anti-Slavery Bugle. Rohinson’s versions
and other versions completely lacked that famous
phrase “Ar'n’t ] a woman?” which was allegedly repeats
ed many times in her speech, As many crilics point out,
it is likely that Gage wrote her report on Truth's
speech in rivalry with Stowe, who strengthened her
own fame by “catapulat[ing) Truth {rom relative obscu-
rity” (Clinton 183). Nevertheless, the phrase has an
important meaning when we speak of Truth, because
Truth al least “implied a similar meaning, if not the
precise phrasing” (Fitch 74) aud wany women there,
like Gage, must have received that nicssage from
Truth,

. Henry Ward Beecher was Harriet Beecher Stowe's

vounger brother and a prominent antislavery minister,

. Millerites were the [ollowers of William Miller who

predicted the return of Christ from March 21, 1843 Lo
October 22, 1844 (Painter 80-81). Truth was thought to
he closer to the Millerites in 1843, (Painter 87).

Truth had stayed for 4 while at the Northampton
Association of Fducation and Industry, a cooperative
community, what we now call a "commune,” which
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15.

16.

17,
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was spreading in the 1840s. Northampton, in Florence,
Massachuselts, was started by George W. Benson in
1841 and had 210 members at its peak in 184445, [t
was clissolved due to financial failure in 1846,

William Lloyd Garrison was president of the American
Anti-Slavery Society and editor of the Liberator; Wendell
Phillips was a weil-known antslavery reformer and ora-
tor; Sylvester Graham was a health evangelist. Truth
had oppertunities to meet these prominent relormers at
Northampton because the founder, Benson, was
Garrison’s brother in-law. Garrison printed the
Narrative of Sojourner Truth on credit in 1850, and
Truth kept paying back the debt uatil the mid 1850s.
Alter she walked away from Dumont's plantation,
Isabella was legally a slave of Issac Van Wagenen, who
actually took care of Isabella as a benefactor,

Truth had five children. ‘Truth’s son, Peter, is the only
child of Truth’s visible in her Narrative; Truth never
mentioned her daughlers, Diana, Elizabeth, and
Sophia. The fifth child is thought to have died in infan-
cy in late 1810s (Painter 18-19).

In the Book of Esther, Esther, a Jewish woman who
hides her origin and becomes queen. dares to speal to
Xerxes, the king, that Haman, the king's [avorite
courtier, plans to massacre all the Jews. When she is
asked, “What is il, Queen Esther? ., . Tell me what you
wani, and you shall have it — even if it is half my
empire” (Fsther 5:3) by the king, she answers, “[My]
wish is that I may live and that my people may live”
(Esther 7:3). Qutraged Xerxes revoked the order and
hanged Haman for his plot against Lhe Jews.

Truth’s question is believed Lo be “Is God gone?”
(Painter 162; Mabee 83-85).

Relsy Ross, a “woman celebrated for sewing the first
American (lag”, was only “& seamstress living in
Philadelphia where the Declaration of Independence
was being drafted” (Painter 286).

Robert Matthews declared that he was the Prophet
Matthias, possessed with the spirits of both Matthias
and Jesus Christ. In 1833, he started the Matthias
Kingdom, a religious cult, with Elijah Pierson, which
Isabella joined as a servant, and the only black person.
Matthias was tried for murdering Pierson in 1835 but

found innocent because there was no evidence of his
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having poisoned hini. Isabella testified on Matthias's
behalf at his trial. It is unknown why Isabella was so
loyal 1o Matlhias even after he turned out o be an
impostor, who, voiding legal marriages of the mem-
bers, had sexual relationships with all the women
except Isabella, the only black person in the Kingdom.
For details, refer (o Painter 48-61, and Maber 2542,

Works Ciled

Baker. Jr., Houston, A, “[igurations for a New American
Literary History: Archaeology, ldeclogy, and Afro-
American Discourse.” Blues, Ideclogy, and Afro-
American Literature: A Vernacular Theory, Chicago: U
of Chicago P, 1984, 15-63.

Bernard, Jacqueline, Journey Toward Freedom: The Story
of Sojourner Truth, 1967; New York: Feminis(, 1990.
Buhle, Mari Jo, and Paul Buble, eds. The Concise History
of Woman Suffrage: Selections Ifrom History of Woman
Suffrage (Elizabeth Cady Stanton, Susan B. Anthony,
and Matilda Joslyn (vage, eds. Vol. 1-6, 1881, 1886, 1887,

1902, 1922.) Urbana, 11 U of Minois P, 2005,

Clinton, Catherine. Harriet Tubman; The Read to Freedom.
Boston, MA: Back Bay, 2004

Douglass, Frederick. Narrative of the Life of Frederick
Douglass, an American Slave Written by Herself 1845,
New Haven: Yale UP, 2001.

Fitch, Suzanne Pullon, and Roseann M. Mandziuk.
Sojourner Truth as Orator: Wit, Story, and Song.
Weslport, CT: Greenwood, 1997,

Franklin, John Hope and Alfred A, Moss, Jr. From Slavery
10 Froedom: A History of African Americans. 1947, New
York: Knopf, 2002,

Gage, Frances, D, “Akron Convention, Akron, Ohio, May
28-29, 1851. Reminiscences by Frances D. Gage of
Sojourner Truth.” Buhle 103-105,

Gilroy, Paul. The Black Atlantic: Modernity and Double
Consciousness. Cambridge, MA: Harvard UP, 1993,
Harper, Frances Ellen Watkins. A Brighier Coming Day: A
Frances Ellen Watkins Harper Reader. Ed, Frances

Smith Foster, New Yorl: Feminist, 1990.

Mabee, Carleton, and Susan Mabee Newhouse. Sojourner
Truth: Slave Prophet, Legend. New Yorl: New York
State UP, 1993.



22 B ST DR E ARG RS T AENY vV - R

MecKissack, Patricia and Fredrick McKissack. Sojourner
Truth: Ain’t [ a Womnan? New York; Scholastic, 1992,
Painter, Nell Irvin. Sojourner Truth: A Life, & Symbol New

York: Norton, 1996.

Peterson, Carla, Doers of the Words: African-American
Women Speakers and Writers in the North (1830-1880).
New Brunswiclk, NJ: Rutgers UP, 1998,

Truth, Sojourner. (Written by Olive Gilbert.) Narrative of
Seojourner Truth: A Bondswoman of Olden Time, With a
Historv of Her Labars and Correspondence Deawn from
HervBook of Life”. 1850; New York: Oxford UP, 1991.

— “Book of Life.” 1875, Narrative of Sojourner Truth. Ed.
Frances W 'Tilus. 127-320,

—. “A Memorial Chapter.1883.” Narrative of Sojourner

Original Paper

Truth: A Bondswoman of Olden Time, With a History of
Her Labors and Correspondence Drawn from Her
“Bool of Life”; Also, A Memorial Chapter. New York:
Penguin, 1994, I, Frances W Titus, 223-43,

Stanton, Elizabeth Cady, Susan B. Anthony, and Malilda
Joslyn Gane, History of Woman Suffrage. 6 vols., 1881-
1922, CD-ROM. Bank of Wisdom, 1999,

Stetson, Erlene, and Linda David., Glorying in Tribulation:
The Lifework of Sojourner Truth. East Lansing:
Michigan Stale UP, 1994,

Stowe, Harriet Beecher. “Sojourner Truth, the Libyan
Sibyl" Truth, “Book of Life,” Narraltve (5] 72,

Walters, Ronald G.. American Reformers: 1815-1860. Rev.
Ed. 1978; New York: Hill and Wang, 1997,

Summary

Cause and Prophecy: Sojourner Truth as a Mediating Orator

Sojourner Truth, born “Isabella,” was a nineteenth-century ex-slave orator and reformer whose causes included
both antislavery and woman suffrage. She has been well-known to feminists due to her saying, “Ain’t 1 a Woman?”,
but now Truth has won immortality among people in general as a strong-willed, untiring orator. I believe what made
her immortal was her work of mediating different groups of people, such as men and women, the white and the
black, radicals and moderates. As an orator, she mediated an audience with her eloquence, wit, and religious faith,

First, Truth's elogquence paradoxically came from her illiteracy, which forced her to develop the ability to be an
engaging orator who could instantly ascertain what should be said on the pulpil without any scripl. As she declared,
“] don’t read such small stuff as letters, I read men and nations.” She could draw on her own lived experience in «
political context. Her illiteracy also authenticates her experience as an ex-slave.

Second, Truth was an entertainer. Her speeches began with singing a hymn, and then she elicited applauses and
laughter from an audience. She could cleverly respond to hecklers with wit and jokes. Her sense of humor and

singing made her a favorite, both in public and in private.

Finally, her faith was something that connected people of all colors. She could quote the Bible whenever she
chose, because she learned it from children, who would read her any passage as often as she wished. Thus, she
orally mastered the Scriptures, applied the gospel to her lived experience, and then orally delivered the truth to an
audience. Her wide knowledge of the Bible was vital to her fame as an orator.

Despite the fact that she was an illiterate ex-slave woman, Sojourner Truth’s name survives in history, and she

has become a “legend.”” With her eloquence, wit and faith, Truth inspired — and continues to inspire

mediating those with different interests.

people,

Key Words & Sojourner Truth, anti-slavery, reformer, sibyl, women’s suffrage
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The Relationship Between One’s Description of Own Change and Recollections:
A Longitudinal Analysis from Their Twenties to Thirties

This article was analyzed based on 20 females’ longitudinal data which were gathered at 4 time points from their
twenties to thirties and were consisted of their descriptions of their own change and questionnaire ahout TWM on
each tme point and their retrospective narrative in interview in their thirties . The purpose is to examine 1) the
relationship between the change of IWM scores and the change of affirmative degree of recollections of correspon-
ding time, and 2) the relationship between description of own change on those days and the change which was

extracted from relrospective narrative in their thirties,

The results were as follows ; 1) there were rclationship between the change of IWM scores and the type of
deseription of their own change (whether positive or negative), 2) correspondence was not high between the type
of description of own change on those days and the type of change through recollections of corresponding time in
their thirties, 3) as to contents of change, there were some who have consistency and their own theme , and some
who don'l. There were some whose present theme effecls the content of change in past,

Key Words : recollection, change, female adult, longitudinal analysis, retrospective ¢data
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Original Paper

Summary
Systemic Lupus Erythematosus Outpatient-Perceived Problems with
Convalescence and Related Factors

Purpose: To clarify the problems with convalescence perceived by patients with systemic lupus erythematosus
(SLE patients} and the factors associated with them.

Method: A self-reporting questionnaire survey was conducted on 162 SLE patients visiting university hospitals in
the metropolis. The questionnaire contained 16 ¢uestions related to the perceived problems with convalescence
and the factors associated with them; 116 valid responses were analyzed,

Results:

1. The characleristics of the subjects enrolled in this study were as follows: average age, 46.8 years; 90% of the sub-
jects were females, indicating a large gender difference; the disease duration was five years or longer; most of the
subjects were occupied as housewives or non-permanent cmployees; a significant proportion was receiving speci-
fied-disease medical expense aid. In terms of self-care activities, a high percentage of the patients visited the hospi-
tal to undergo routine medical examinations and regularly 100k the prescribed medications.

2. Among the perceived problems with convalescence, in a high proportion of the cases, they were related to the
uncertainty of the clinical course of the disease; e.g., anxielies about the pattern of disease progression and about
the future. From the answers to llem 16 focusing on factor analysis of our questionnaire, four factors were extracl-
ed; [psychological stress associated with convalescencel, [pain caused by physical symptoms), [anxiety aboul
changes in appearance], and [struggle agains( cconomic suflering and the role in society].

3. The G-P analysis of perceived problenis with convalescence revealed significant differences between each two
groups in the total scores as welt as he scores for the four [aclors. [o addition, the results suggested that the age,
gender, presence/absence of symptoms and the QOL were factors that were significantly related to the perceived
problems with convalescence

Discussion: A strong correlation was ohserved between the problems with convalescence perceived by Lhe palients
and the QOL; therefore, it is suggested that an attempt o alleviate poerceived problems with convalescence 1 essen-
tial to sustain and improve SLE patients’ QOL..

ey Words | systemic lupus erythematosus (SLE) paljents, problems with convalescence, factors asso-
cialed with the perceived problems, evaluation of perceived problems, QOL

AOKI Kiyoko, TAKAYA Mayumi, TANABE Masami, TAKASAKI Yoshinari
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A Near-Infrared Spectroscopy-bascd Study of Cranial Nerve Activity during
Music Sight-Reading Practice, by Level of Piano Performance Proficiency
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