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[Purpose]

The All-Japan Kendo Federation established the Provisional Shiai and Shinpan methods in response to the
spread of the COVID-19 pandemic with the goals of (1) preventing infection and (2) resolving unfair behavior.
Kendo matches have long consisted of competitors in close proximity due to the nature of pressing against
sword guards, with competitors frequently closing in guard-on-guard and then retreating as a means of using
up time and defending. This kind of behavior is referred to as “unfair behavior that lacks honor.” Although the
All-Japan Kendo Federation and other organizations have carried out initiatives for resolving these problems,
they remain unresolved. In order to consider the effectiveness of the Provisional Shiai and Shinpan methods
for purpose (2), this study added tactics and clarified the content of the matches. For this, the study first
determined the effects which provisional judgment has on match content and tactical actions to use this data
to consider the ideal form of future matches.

[Methods]

By comparing the video footage of competitions held using the Provisional Shiai and Shinpan methods and
those run with traditional judging, this study quantified the technique content and tactical actions of
competitors as objective indicators.

[Results]

There were numerous techniques implemented per minute in matches held with the Provisional Shiai and
Shinpan methods. Additionally, although Shinai movements on the offensive in traditional judging matches
were split among “down,” “left,” and “upper right,” the movement “up” was the most common in Provisional
Shiai and Shinpan method matches. As for tactical actions, “implementing one technique after another” was
more common in Provisional Shiai and Shinpan method matches.

[Conclusion]

This study found no impact of the Provisional Shiai and Shinpan methods on the types of technique, effective
and ineffective technique breakdown, intervals, body movements, and strike location. Regarding Shinai
movement, the analysis showed that attacking to break the opponent’s stance was more common than
attacking with a more defensive posture. As for tactical actions, there was a clear increase in the use of
consecutively repeated techniques implemented two or more times. Thus, this study may be able to provide
useful information for the consideration of the ideal form of future matches.



