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[Purpose]

This study aims to determine how newspapers have described high school baseball pitchers’ “overthrowing”
over time, utilizing specific words to characterize such phenomenon.

[Methods]

Text mining analysis was conducted on editorials and this article from the Asahi Newspapers "Asahi Shimbun
Cross Research," the Mainichi Newspapers "Mainichi" and the Yomiuri Newspapers "Yomidasu" utilizing KH
Coder. A total of 2,220 articles were analyzed for the following words: "high school baseball editorial" (202
articles from 1984—-2022), "Daisuke Matsuzaka" (444 articles from 1996—1998), "Yuki Saito" (618 articles from
2004—2006), "Tomohiro Anraku" (432 articles from 2012—-2014), and "Kousei Yoshida" (524 articles from 2016—
2018). These cases were included and we further analyzed 1,000 extracted words from the editorials by
classifying them into seven codes: "education," "story," "training/tradition," "science/reform," "peace," "team,"
and "professional."
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[Results]

Approximately 19.52% of the editorials contained the “education” code, compared to just 1.60% in this article.

The for "narrative" garnered 29.19% and 18.42% in this article, both of which had the highest total percentage
of codes. Regarding the four pitchers "overthrowing," as detailed in the newspaper reports, the percentages of
the "education," "training and tradition," and "science and reform" codes increased in 2018, yet the percentage
for the "narrative" code was the highest across all periods.

[Conclusion]

While the editorial featured the educational aspects of high school baseball and points that should be
reformed, the actual article about pitchers "throwing too much" was reported with a narrative regardless of
the era. Terms that are characteristic of articles on high school baseball are those that give a narrative, and
even in editorials—where newspapers declare their intentions—the narrative of high school baseball was
emphasized as an immutable point.



