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[Purpose]

Dance has been made compulsory in junior high schools in 2008, but many teachers believe that “teaching
creative dance is difficult,” and the training of teaching skills for teachers with little teaching experience is an
issue. This study aimed to clarify the difficulties in teaching from observing the behaviors of teachers with no
experience in teaching creative dance and to examine the issues involved.

[Methods]

The subject of this study was a teacher (male, second-year teacher) with no experience in teaching creative
dance. Focusing on the third class of a six-hour creative dance unit for first-year junior high school students,
the following four analyses were conducted to examine the difficulties and challenges faced by inexperienced
teachers.

(1) Based on the video recordings of teacher behavior during the class, we compared the time allocated for
class development and the number of utterances by category of instructional language between the unskilled
teacher and a skilled teacher from the school (33 years of experience in teaching dance).

(2) Based on the students’ formative class evaluations in (1), the effects of differences in teachers’ behavior on
learning outcomes were examined.

(3) Semi-structured interviews were conducted with inexperienced teachers on “learning content and skill
objectives,” “language use,” and “feedback,” and the difficulties mentioned were coded and connected the
story-line.

(4) Four experienced teachers were asked to observe and evaluate the video recording of (1), semi-structured
interviews were conducted with the same content as in (3), and the difficulties were coded and connected the
story-line.

[Results]

Inexperienced teachers were more confused about “instructional procedures” and provided less “verbalization”
and “feedback” to elicit images and movements compared to skilled teachers. From the analysis of the
interview, difficulties and challenges faced by the unskilled teachers were identified as insufficient
understanding of the “characteristics of creative dance” and “learning content and skill objectives.”

[Conclusion]

Inexperienced teachers had insufficient understanding of the “learning content and skill objectives” of creative
dance, did not grasp the perspective of recognizing “good movement,” and had difficulty with “language” and
“feedback” to elicit images and movement. For improving instruction, deepening the essential understanding
of the “characteristics of creative dance” and “learning content and skill goals,” a well-structured class
progression, and interactional behavior that elicits questions, are suggested as necessary.



