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[Purpose]

This study focuses on the coverage of the Japanese national basketball team, analyzing the characteristics
and trends of news site reporting during the 33rd 2024 Paris Olympic Games (hereinafter referred to as the
“Paris Olympics”) and the comments (article submissions) posted by users in response to the coverage. The
aim is to elucidate the logical trajectory behind the formation and development of cognitive nationalism.

[Methods]

We focused on basketball competitions of the Japanese team during the Paris Olympics and collected sports-
related news from Sportsnavi. Subsequently, text analysis was performed on the obtained data. Based on
specific scales for measuring nationalism, software was used to extract relevant codes, facilitating the
exploration of the interrelationships between nationalism manifested in news reports and user comments.

[Results]

After validating the relationship between the number of nationalism codes in the randomly sampled news and
those in the comments, a statistically significant positive correlation was observed. However, no significant
correlation was detected between news posting dates and the number of nationalism codes. Moreover, while a
positive correlation was found between the number of positive nationalism codes in news articles and
comments, no significant correlation was identified for the negative codes.

[Conclusion]

As expected from a series of analyses, nationalism codes within news articles influence the nationalism
awareness of those who comment on the news. This study also provides supplementary insights into previous
research on cognitive nationalism and the relationship between SNS and sports. Nevertheless, as the data
were randomly sampled from news collected within a relatively short time frame, further in-depth exploration
within the realm of cognitive nationalism research is warranted.



